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The Ivory Coast's political 
opposition, an alliance of 
parties known as the 

Coa l i t ion  fo r  a  Peace fu l  
Alternation, called on Saturday 
for political dialogue with the 
ruling party, Rally of the 
Republicans (RDR), five months 
ahead of the presidential election.
Opposition leaders denounced 
President Alassane Ouattara's 
potential candidacy, as well as the 
exclusion of several political 
figures from the electoral list, 
including banker Tidjane Thiam, 
former chief executive officer 
(CEO) of Swiss bank Credit 
Suisse. To allow the candidacy of 
all political leaders, the country's 
former First Lady, Simone 
Gbagbo asked President Alassane 
Ouattara “to take his pen to write 
an amnesty law that will erase 
everything”.
In Paris, Tidjane Thiam, president 
of the coalition and the PDCI, the 
main opposition party, projected a 
video onto big screens. In the 
video, he said that "justice must 
not be instrumentalized" and 
called for a revision of the 
electoral lists before the election.
The coalition strongly criticizes 
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transformation facilities.
A public-private investment 
fund is also being planned to 
support the transition.In a 
s i m i l a r  m o v e ,  t h e  
government will ban chicken 
meat imports from 2027 to 
encourage local poultry 
production. Despite being 
one of Africa's wealthiest 

the Independent  Electoral  
Commission, considering it 
biased. The presidential election 
in Côte d'Ivoire is scheduled for 
October 25, 2025. The Coalition 
for a Peaceful Alternation (known 
as CAP) in Ivory Coast was 
formed on March 10, 2025, to 
confront the presidential majority 
bloc. It brings together a number 
of opposition figures, including 
former political figures such as 
Pascal Affi N'Guessan, Charles 
Blé Goudé, and former First Lady 
Simone Gbagbo.
Alassane Ouattara became 
president of Côte d'Ivoire in May 
2011 fo l lowing the  2010 
presidential election. That 
election was marked by a violent 
post-election crisis that pitted 
Ouattara's supporters against 
those of outgoing President 
Laurent Gbagbo.
Since taking power, Ouattara has 
served three presidential terms, 
and his potential candidacy for a 
fourth term has drawn fierce 
criticism from the opposition. 
However, his supporters argue 
that the new constitution, passed 
in 2016, resets the clock.

Uganda. That agency falls under 
Mutamba ' s  d i r ec t  au tho r i ty.  
Defending himself, the minister 
admitted to “errors” and asked for 
forgiveness—but claimed he's the 
target of political revenge.
He also blamed tensions with Prime 
Minister Judith Suminwa for a toxic 
work climate. Lawmakers say the 
accusations are serious, and the 
judiciary must be allowed to act. 
Mutamba's future in government now 
hangs in the balance.

na t ions  pe r  cap i t a ,  a  
s igni f icant  por t ion  of  
G a b o n ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  
continues to live in poverty.
The new policies are part of 
broader reforms aimed at 
r e d u c i n g  e c o n o m i c  
inequality and building a 
more self-reliant future.

Ghana has temporarily 
shut down its embassy 
in Washington, D.C., 

after a major corruption 
scandal involving visa fraud 
and unauthorised payments 
was uncovered by a special 
audit.
Foreign Affairs Minister 
Samuel Okudzeto Ablakwa 
announced the decision on 
Monday, describing it as a 
necessary step to restore 
integrity and accountability in 
Ghana's diplomatic missions 
abroad.
“This is part of a decisive effort 
to restructure and overhaul 
embassy operations following 
shocking audit findings,” 
Ablakwa said. “With the 
support of President Mahama, 
we are taking bold action to 

fight corruption and rebuild 
trust.”
Embassy Staff Recalled After 
Visa Fraud Uncovered
The audit revealed that Fred 
Kwarteng, a locally hired IT 
officer at the embassy since 
2017, created an unauthorised 
link on the embassy's website. 
This link redirected visa and 
passport applicants to his private 
c o m p a n y,  G h a n a  Tr a v e l  
Consultants (GTC), where they 
were charged unofficial fees 
ranging from $29.75 to $60.
These payments, which were not 
approved under Ghana's fees 
Act, were deposited directly into 
Kwarteng's personal bank 
account. Investigators believe 
the fraudulent scheme operated 
undetected for at least five years.
The case has been referred to 

In the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, pressure is mounting 
on Justice Minister Constant 

Mutamba af ter  explosive 
allegations over a multi-million 
dollar no-bid contract and 
suspicious fund transfers.
On Tuesday, lawmakers grilled 
the Attorney General for six 
hours and Mutamba for five. The 
focus: a $29 million deal 
awarded without competition, 
and a $19 million payment to 
Z i o n  
Construction—wired 
just one day after the 
company opened its 
bank account.
The funds didn't come 
from the state treasury, 
but from FRIVAO, the 
agency managing $325 
m i l l i o n  i n  w a r  
r e p a r a t i o n s  f r o m  

Ghana's Attorney-General for 
possible prosecution and 
recovery of misused public 
funds.
Full Staff Recall and Audit 
Underway
In response to the scandal, all 
Foreign Ministry staff posted 
to the Washington, D.C. 
embassy have been recalled to 
Accra. The embassy's IT 
department has been dissolved, 
and all locally recruited staff 
have been suspended pending 
further investigations.
Min i s t e r  Ab lakwa  a l so  
confirmed that the Auditor-
General will conduct a full 
forensic audit to determine the 
total financial loss to the state.
P u b l i c  I n c o n v e n i e n c e  
Acknowledged
While acknowledging the 
disruption the closure may 
cause for Ghanaians and 
foreigners needing consular 
services, Ablakwa insisted that 
firm action is necessary to 
clean up the system.
“The government of President 
Mahama maintains a zero-
tolerance policy toward 
corruption, abuse of office, and 
conflicts of interest,” he said.
No timeline has been given for 
the embassy's reopening, but 
the Foreign Ministry says 
services will resume once the 
restructuring process is  
complete.

abon is set to stop Ge x p o r t i n g  r a w  
manganese by 2029, 

as part of a national strategy 
to boost local industry and 
reduce dependency on 
u n p r o c e s s e d  r e s o u r c e  
exports. The government 
announced the move as part 
of efforts to transform its 
e conomy.  Manganese ,  
alongside oil and timber, is 
one of Gabon's top revenue 
sources.
The country is currently the 
world ' s  second- larges t  
producer of the mineral.By 
halting raw exports, Gabon 
aims to develop its domestic 
processing capacity, create 
skilled jobs, and retain more 
value from its natural 
resources.Officials have 
given the industry three years 
t o  i n v e s t  i n  l o c a l  

Ivory Coast's former youth minister Charles Ble Goude is cheered by supporters upon his 
return to Abidjan, Ivory Coast, Saturday Nov. 26, 2022, after more than a decade in exi

 

Transitional President of Gabon Brice Clotaire Oligui Nguema, addresses the 79th session 
of the United Nations General Assembly, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024, at U.N. headquarters

  

Gabon to halt manganese exports by 2029

Ghana temporarily closes embassy in 
Washington D.C. over corruption scandal

Former Ghana President and presidential candidate for the National Democratic Congress 
(NDC), John Mahama, gestures, at the party's final rally, in Accra, Ghana, Thursday, Dec
 

Ivory Coast opposition call for 
election reform ahead of vote

DR Congo Justice Minister 
under fire over $19M transfer



3NEW DAWN

COMMENTARY COMMENTARY COMMENTARY 
EW DELHI – When climate change is Nframed as a global problem requiring 
collective regulation of greenhouse-gas 

emissions, developing-country governments see 
little reason to prioritize the issue over others. 
After all, the rich, industrialized countries who 
contributed disproportionately to the problem 
are  themse lves  back ing  away  f rom 
decarboniza t ion  and c l imate- f inance  
commitments, while low-income countries bear 
the brunt of the costs of climate change. 
Decision-makers in developing countries 
understandably conclude it may be more rational 
to hunker down and focus on climate resilience 
rather than emissions reductions.
But this is not the only way to frame the problem. 
While climate change undoubtedly poses a 
global collective-action problem, in practice 
climate outcomes are shaped by myriad 
decisions concerning development objectives 
such as industrial development, urbanization, 
job creation, and local pollution management. 
Because late developers often have not entirely 
locked into energy systems, transport 
infrastructure, urbanization plans, and energy 
consumption patterns, they have greater 
flexibility to steer investment and consumption 
choices toward lower-carbon and climate-
resilient options.
In other words, the climate challenge can be 
framed as a choice among alternative 
development pathways. In many cases, 
development choices are also climate choices, 
and in a world where being a low-carbon 
economy confers a competitive edge, the 
absence of structural lock-in could be turned into 
an advantage.
Pursuing a climate-as-development approach is 
not easy or foolproof: It requires considerable 
state capacity, strategy-setting capabilities, and 
full mobilization of the necessary technologies 
and finance. Importantly, it does not negate 
concerns about climate equity. Developing 
countries may opt to pursue the climate-as-
development opportunity, but rich countries that 
disproportionately caused the problem remain 
on the hook to support this transition. Yet, this 
perspective offers an alternative to the zero-sum 
framing of climate policy and a basis for 
nationally specific visions.
An important starting point is that elites 
internalize and support low-carbon development 
as a potential opportunity, with climate 
resilience as a necessary component. Climate 
objectives cannot trump development goals, but, 
equally, development innocent of climate 
considerations is no longer viable. To be 
politically feasible, any strategy must be rooted 
in the national context.  Low-carbon 
development pathways are not easily replicable 
and need to be tailored to geography, local 
capacities, and other variables. And, as with any 
long-term structural change, a durable, widely 
shared national narrative is needed (South 
Korea's “ ” in the 2010s is a useful green growth
example).
Shifting from narrative and vision to policy and 
implementation requires high levels of state 
capacity. Technical capabilities, along with the 
ability to identify climate-as-development 
opportunities and sources of climate 
vulnerability, are necessary, but by no means 
sufficient. In addition, as sociologist Peter 
Evans'  of East Asian industrial policy analysis
reminds us, the state must be simultaneously 
“embedded” to engage and support private-
sector players, and maintain sufficient 
“autonomy” to avoid capture.
In practice, this means  that building institutions
can set the strategy, coordinate across sectors 
and at different scales, and provide trusted 
platforms to mediate conflict, ideally enshrined 
in law. All too often, climate policymaking is 
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entrusted to relatively weak or siloed 
environmental ministries that cannot organize or 
enforce an all-of-government approach. 
Moreover, because broad structural changes can 
introduce distributional concerns and leave some 
communities behind, deliberative bodies – such 
as South Africa's Presidential Climate 
Commission – can help to entrench low-carbon 
options by mediating social frictions and 
maintaining broad-based political buy-in.
Another major challenge for developing and 
emerging economies facing high capital costs is 
mobilizing adequate finance for capital-intensive 
low-carbon development. There are no easy 
answers here. According to BloombergNEF, 
global investment in the low-carbon energy 
transition in 2024 was only around one-third of 
the annual amount required through 2030, and 
there were wide disparities in spending. 
Developing countries have experienced few 
tangible gains from multilateral initiatives to 
scale up climate finance and reform the 
international financial architecture. Holding 
advanced economies to their financing 
commitments should remain a priority; but 
developing countries also need to mobilize more 
domestic finance and develop credible 
investment programs to attract global capital.
Recent efforts to create “country platforms” – 
government-led coordination mechanisms that 
articulate a vision and identify financing 
pathways to achieve it – suggest one way forward. 
In preparing to host this year's United Nations 
Climate Change Conference (COP30), Brazil is 
seeking to lead the way with a comprehensive 
multisectoral development program to mobilize 
investment. Independent  suggests that research
Brazil has all the ingredients for a successful 
green industrial transformation: a strong resource 
base, a legacy of advanced manufacturing, and a 
large market. Such models are worth exploring 
elsewhere, provided that they reflect a national 
vision, not donor-driven objectives.
One common criticism of nationally led, multi-
objective development strategies is that the 
urgency of the climate crisis demands more direct 
action focused on emissions reduction, rather 
than on the indirect pathways suggested here. But 
this view ignores political reality. If climate 
action is seen to be at odds with other 
development objectives, it will lose. The only 
option is to devise strategies that can realize both 
sets of goals. The most effective climate policy 
over the long term might be one that shapes 
structural choices regarding urbanization and 
industrialization, rather than one that focuses 
narrowly on regulating emissions.
With the scope for global cooperation receding in 
today's fraught geopolitical environment, these 
arguments should not be interpreted as a call for 
atomization. On the contrary, developing national 
visions for low-carbon, resilient economies 
would benefit from mutual learning and enhanced 
coordination rooted in attention to local contexts.
Moreover, deploying low-carbon technologies 
will require investment in stable value chains, 
which depends on political and economic 
predictability. Developing countries, in 
particular, will have to be strategic and nimble in 
finding a niche for themselves. And the provision 
of finance at the necessary scale will still depend 
on a threshold degree of global cooperation.
But there is only one foundation that can support 
all these elements: a domestically developed 
vision of a low-carbon, competitive, and resilient 
economy.

Navroz K. Dubash is Professor of Public and 
International Affairs at the High Meadows 
Environmental Institute at Princeton 
University.
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he Government of Liberia has taken a noticeable step to regulate Tprices in the rubber sector in the country effective this June, thanks 
to intervention by President Joseph Boakai. 

This paper gathered that President Boakai has constituted the Liberia 
National Rubber Pricing Committee headed by the Ministry of 
Agriculture to ensure fair pricing in the rubber sector.

We think this is an applaudable action because rubber farmers across the 
country have complained of bad pricing for too long that has cheated 
them of the actual benefit of their labor.    

For too long farmers in the country have been subjected to being price 
takers, which put them in a very disadvantageous position at the hands of 
Firestone Plantations in Harbel, Margibi County and the Liberia 
Agriculture Company in Grand Bassa County, respectively, the major 
firms here. 

These two foreign companies have always offered low prices, leaving 
farmers, who are restricted to sell only at home, with no choice despite 
advocating to be allowed to sell to buyers of their choice outside the 
country.

Because of persistent low prices, local farmers across the country have 
never benefited from their crops despite toiling in their rain and the sun, 
day and night in cultivating their farms.

It is our hope that this time around, the latest intervention by the 
government thru the President will bring long desired relief to rubber 
farmers in the country.
       
According to a resolution from the meeting, the Government of Liberia's 
decision was triggered by numerous complaints from rubber farmers in 
the country about unfair pricing in the rubber sector. The latest move 
comes after a series of meetings among members of the Liberia National 
Rubber Pricing Committee during which a scenario for determining a fair 
monthly price of rubber was unanimously agreed upon, from several 
scenarios presented by a technical sub-committee.

The Ministry of Agriculture is quoted as saying “The committee has 
resolved that the monthly price of rubber will be derived from an average 
of the daily prices of one ton of rubber for the preceding month posted on 
the Singapore Commodity Exchange, applying a 58 percent dry rubber 
content to get the actual, from which the production cost is deducted, and 
the resultant amount be used to calculate 10 percent profit margin for the 
processor.”

We hope this will become sincerely turning point for our local farmers in 
getting worth for their production. 
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The Climate Challenge as a Development OpportunityWe welcome intervention 
in the rubber sector  
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DINBURGH – While the COVID-19 pandemic is firmly in the past for many EAmericans, US households continue to bear the costs of infectious-disease outbreaks. 
A few months ago, the price of eggs in the United States soared to a , record high

largely owing to the spread of H5N1 bird flu. Since March 2024, the virus has ravaged US 
chicken farms, leading to  from infection or culling.tens of millions of poultry deaths

More ominously, at least  of bird flu have been identified in the US, with one 70 human cases
death  in Louisiana. H5N1 in reported recent report In a  about enhancing the response to 
America and globally, the Global Virus Network, a consortium of the world's top virologists, 
warned of “the terrible consequences of underreacting to current threats.”
But while bird flu poses the most immediate risk to Americans, it is by no means the only one. 
Virulent infectious-disease outbreaks in other countries, such as mpox in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, Ebola in Uganda, Marburg in Tanzania, and multi-country 
outbreaks of cholera, do not respect borders, and thus are a threat to people everywhere – 
including in the US.

Without the efforts of the World Health Organization to contain these outbreaks, the risks of 
wider transmission would be much greater. This underscores the need for a global agency like 
the WHO to supervise cross-border cooperation – and the shortsightedness of President 
Donald Trump's decision to withdraw the US from the organization. Despite being the 
world's richest and most powerful country, America is not immune to another COVID-style 
calamity, and abandoning multilateralism and neglecting pandemic preparedness (such as 
the stockpiling of treatments and vaccines) will make it all the more vulnerable.
One might think that the deadly spread of COVID-19, prolonged by the emergence of new 
virus strains, would convince policymakers to strengthen the world's public-health 
architecture – especially as experts warn that future pandemics could be even worse. But with 
other leaders  that they may follow Trump's example and leave the WHO, the indicating  
resources for pandemic prevention and control could dwindle to the point that global 
outbreaks become more frequent and difficult to overcome.
If Trump follows through with the move, his administration will become increasingly 
isolated and impotent. American officials, including at  abroad, US military installations
will lose access to the WHO-led and -facilitated global networks that collect and share 
information about infectious-disease threats and respond to outbreaks. Moreover, the US 
government will have no say in developing new solutions (which will almost invariably be 
less effective) for controlling the spread of diseases across borders – including its own.
Trump has  that he may change his mind, presumably if the grievances set out in suggested
his  to withdraw the US from the organization are addressed. This implies executive order
that the WHO should apply pressure on China to identify the pandemic's origins. WHO 
Director-General , for his part, has refused to accept the Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
Chinese government's prevarications. If Trump can propose a way to determine the cause of  
COVID-19, I am sure that the WHO's leadership would gladly hear it.
Trump's second condition is that the WHO undertake reforms and use its resources more 
effectively at the local level, with a greater focus on stopping the spread of infectious 
diseases. This is a demand that can and should be met. To that end, Tedros has already 
promised more targeted use of funds and implemented other measures to transform the 
organization. In addition, under Tedros, the WHO has transformed the way it raises funds. Its 
member states have  their annual contributions, and it has sharply increased diversified its 
donor base to share the funding load more widely.
This is all part of the WHO's drive to be more sustainably financed, a plan launched as part of 
Tedros's effort to transform the organization's operations after he took office in 2017. Back 
then, he and member states assessed that the departure of a major donor could leave the 
WHO's programs and independence vulnerable to funding shocks. Who knew it would be the 
US. But, had those changes not been made, we can only imagine how much more challenging 
the WHO's current  would be.financial situation
The Trump administration should welcome these changes, not least because it benefits from 
having a seat at the table. If the US ultimately abandons the WHO, developing evidence-
based guidance and regulations for chronic-disease prevention and management will be 
significantly harder, undermining the administration's goal of addressing America's  chronic-
disease epidemic.
The US will also no longer be a part of the WHO's medicine prequalification process, a 
program that opens a host of new markets for drug producers in a cost-effective manner. 
Instead, US pharmaceutical companies will be forced to sell their prequalified products to 
each country individually, putting them at risk of losing access to highly profitable 
multibillion dollar markets.

Twenty-first-century trends – including more mobility and international travel, greater 
urbanization, and increasing human encroachment on nature – fuel the global spread of 
infectious diseases, to the detriment of everyone. US officials would be better positioned to 
protect their citizens if they joined – and perhaps even led – a discussion on how the WHO 
and other global health organizations, such as Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, and the Global   
Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria, can meet the world's needs.

One such initiative, in which the US had been a strong partner until Trump took office, was to 
negotiate a , which WHO member states adopted by consensus at WHO Pandemic Agreement
the World Health Assembly on May 20. This historic compact, based on the principles of 
equity, collaboration, and the reaffirmation of national sovereignty in public-health decision-
making, will make the world safer from future pandemics.
The US, bolstered by its world-class medical professionals and substantial public investment 
in medical research, has long exerted considerable influence on global health priorities. But 
withdrawing from the WHO places America on the outside, unable to shape the agency's 
policy agenda and reforms. When the next pandemic strikes, the US will be left watching 
from the sidelines, as the WHO and its remaining member countries manage the global 
response and pick up the pieces as they see fit.

Gordon Brown, a former prime minister of the United Kingdom, is UN Special Envoy for 
Global Education and Chair of Education Cannot Wait.
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AMBRIDGE – Last week, I was among hundreds of researchers at Harvard CUniversity who received termination notices for our federal research grants. 
Mine was for a project to study electrical signaling between neurons in the 

brain. My lab's research has led to progress in treatments for pain, epilepsy, and ALS 
(Lou Gehrig's disease). We have been working to map the physiological basis of 
memory, enabling new ways to study Alzheimer's disease. All our work is available for 
the public to see. 
 I am a long-time member of the Harvard community (18 years on the faculty, plus four 
years as an undergraduate), and I am visibly and proudly Jewish. The government's 
decision to withhold federal funding in the name of combating antisemitism is wrong, 
bad for Jews everywhere, and terrible for the United States. 
 Yes, antisemitism on campus is real and must be confronted. Harvard's recent report on 
the matter documents harrowing incidents of bias and harassment. But in my 22 years 
here, I have never personally encountered antisemitism. From many conversations 
with Jewish students and colleagues, I am confident that Harvard is and has been a 
welcoming and supportive home for the vast majority. The problem of antisemitism is 
serious but not systemic. 
 A proportionate and effective response requires local knowledge and nuanced 
leadership, exactly the sort that Harvard's president, Alan Garber, provides. His 
Presidential Task Force on Combating Antisemitism and Anti-Israeli Bias, and the 
parallel Presidential Task Force on Combating Anti-Muslim, Anti-Arab, and Anti-
Palestinian Bias, studied these problems extensively and provided strong 
recommendations that strike a thoughtful balance between the sometimes-competing 
demands of free speech and protections against harassment. Some are already being 
implemented. 
 By contrast, US President Donald Trump's administration is seeking to destroy 
Harvard, and its assertion that it is doing so to combat antisemitism effectively pins the 
blame for the wreckage on the Jews. Whatever the administration's intent, the effect is 
indistinguishable from genuine antisemitism.  
 The intent, apparently, is to turn antisemitism into a political weapon, associating it 
solely with the left and portraying the right as protectors of Jewish students, and hence 
America's Jews. The government's charges of antisemitism at Harvard and other 
universities have been supplemented with a litany of other accusations: that students 
are indoctrinated with leftist ideology; that academic standards have slipped; that 
Harvard's faculty and students are living fat off taxpayer dollars. Trump claimed 
“Harvard can no longer be considered even a decent place of learning.” 
 I invite any Trump administration official who thinks our academic standards have 
declined to sit for an exam in my class. If you can explain the quantum principles 
underlying the structure of the Periodic Table (like my 18-year-old freshmen can), then 
you can lecture me on academic standards. The notes for my graduate biophysics class 
are online. I challenge any reader to guess my political leanings from these notes (be 
careful, you might learn some physics while searching). My classes are the norm, not 
the exception. 
 Trump supporters argue that, given its $53.2 billion endowment, Harvard doesn't need 
federal money. But the opposite is true. The endowment has been subsidizing research 
costs by supporting graduate students, financing core facilities, and providing funds to 
help new researchers get started. This support provides additional leverage for 
taxpayer investments in science. Every dollar of my grants is scrutinized. There is no 
fat. Overhead charges to federal grants pay for compliance with federal regulations, 
safety standards, and lab infrastructure. 
 The Republican Party that Trump leads has long championed local control, limited 
government, and the free market – especially when it comes to education. For decades, 
US conservatives have fought for school choice, opposed federal overreach, and 
insisted that parents, teachers, and local communities – not federal bureaucrats – know 
best how to educate their children. These values should apply just as much to higher 
education as they do to primary and secondary schools. Yet today, some of the same 
voices calling for decentralization are applauding a heavy-handed federal effort to 
punish a private university, to dictate who gets to study and teach there, and to interfere 
in research funding decisions that have traditionally been merit-based and apolitical. 
 The federal government has no more business telling Harvard who it can admit or hire, 
or what its faculty can teach, than it does setting the curriculum at my kids' public 
school. Students come to Harvard to learn; if we don't deliver, they will go elsewhere. 
If Harvard faculty don't produce valuable research, they will lose grants. The academic 
marketplace is self-correcting, and it is fiercely competitive. When government steps 
in to micromanage that system to score political points, it undermines the principles 
conservatives have defended for generations. 
 In the short term, the people most affected by the Trump administration's funding cuts 
are not tenured professors, but rather early-career scientists, postdoctoral researchers, 
and graduate students, very few of whom have any connection to campus activism. In 
the long term, the US itself will be worse off, both because of the discoveries that don't 
happen and because global leadership in science and technology will be ceded to China 
and other countries.  
 The US needs more research funding, not less. On May 15, researchers announced a 
breakthrough treatment for a baby who had an otherwise-fatal genetic condition – an 
advance based on discoveries first made at Harvard. Other Harvard researchers are 
working on advanced battery technologies, and mobility aids for stroke survivors and 
injured soldiers. 
 Federal investment in science – at Harvard and other US universities – is an 
investment in a healthier, wealthier, and more secure future for Americans of all 
backgrounds and beliefs. Cutting it off is a wanton act of self-sabotage. 

by Adam CohenBy Gordon Brown

Trump's WHO Withdrawal Could Cost the US Dearly Defunding Harvard Hurts America

https://www.pbs.org/newshour/politics/egg-prices-increase-to-record-high-despite-trump-promises-and-curbing-bird-flu-outbreak
https://www.ft.com/content/6152e13c-bec7-4719-8a10-91f5f49fbdb6
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2025/05/19/bird-flu-cdc/42730524-346e-11f0-9c9e-0db2d748bea7_story.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2025/01/06/health/bird-flu-death-louisiana
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2667193X25001103
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/multi-country-outbreak-of-cholera--external-situation-report--26--22-may-2025
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/multi-country-outbreak-of-cholera--external-situation-report--26--22-may-2025
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/may/27/argentina-who-rfk-jr
https://www.pilotonline.com/2025/04/29/column-leaving-the-who-will-have-consequences-for-military-families/
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/trump-says-he-may-consider-rejoining-world-health-organization-2025-01-25/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/withdrawing-the-united-states-from-the-worldhealth-organization/
https://www.project-syndicate.org/columnist/tedros-adhanom-ghebreyesus
https://www.who.int/news/item/20-05-2025-seventy-eighth-world-health-assembly---daily-update--20-may-2025
https://www.who.int/news/item/20-05-2025-global-leaders-reaffirm-commitment-to-who-with-at-least-us-210-million-raised-at-world-health-assembly-2025-pledging-event
https://www.who.int/news/item/20-05-2025-global-leaders-reaffirm-commitment-to-who-with-at-least-us-210-million-raised-at-world-health-assembly-2025-pledging-event
https://www.who.int/news-room/speeches/item/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-member-state-briefing-on-the-programme-budget---22-april-2025
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/03/11/us/politics/rfk-jr-make-america-healthy-again-commission.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/03/11/us/politics/rfk-jr-make-america-healthy-again-commission.html
https://extranet.who.int/prequal/sites/default/files/document_files/Impact-assessment_WHO-PQ-Reg-systems.pdf
https://www.who.int/news/item/20-05-2025-world-health-assembly-adopts-historic-pandemic-agreement-to-make-the-world-more-equitable-and-safer-from-future-pandemics
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A Tribute to 
Cllr Zeor Daylue Bernard 

Cllr Zeor Daylue Bernard 
(January 14, 1959 - May 21, 2025)

By JSGB Legal Services for Women, Children and Indigent Persons, Inc.
A strong woman by every standard.
We often said she reminded us of the women who raised and molded us — nurturing 
yet firm, quiet in stature but mighty in presence. Though small in size, there was 
nothing small about Zeor's personality — and nothing grand about our own. She stood 
tall in every space, commanding respect without ever asking for it.
Zeor never backed down from a debate. She never shied away from speaking her truth, 
and she never let a matter rest until it was fully reasoned through. We would often joke 
with her, “Zeor, our mouths are tired!” — and she would smile but press on with that 
sharp mind and unwavering spirit.
When we established JSGB to serve the legal interests of the poor — especially 
women — many questioned our motives, accusing us of undermining AFELL. But 
Zeor stood firm. She was one of the loudest and clearest voices saying: the marketplace 
for defending and promoting.

United Methodist Church calls for justice 
-following attacks on its hospital The Liberia Annual Conference here is demanding justice 

in attacks on its facilities in Nimba County by members of 
a break-away group called Global Methodist Church.

Monrovia, Liberia, June 2, 2025 
-  T h e  L i b e r i a  A n n u a l  
Conference of the United 

Methodist Church (LAC/UMC) strongly 
condemns recent attacks on the Ganta 
United Methodist Hospital and the 
administration building in Nimba 
County by members of the breakaway 
group called Global Methodist 
Church, demanding swift and 
impartial justice for those responsible.
The Ganta United Methodist Hospital, 
one of Liberia's oldest and most 
respected faith-based medical 
institutions, has long served the people 
of Nimba County and surrounding 
r e g i o n s  w i t h  c o m p a s s i o n ,  
professionalism, and an unwavering 
commitment to quality healthcare. An 
attack on this facility is not just an attack 
on the United Methodist Church, but also 
on the very ideals of humanity, service, 
and peace.
“We are deeply troubled by the violence, 

threats to staff, and destruction of 
property that reportedly took place 
during the incident”, Methodist Bishop, 
Dr. Samuel Jerome Quire, laments.
He says these actions jeopardize the 
lives of patients, health workers, and 

United Methodists, and they undermine 
national efforts toward healing and 
development.
Meanwhile, the Liberia Annual 
Conference is c a l l i n g  o n  t h e  
Government 

CONT’D ON PAGE  7
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more headline news       more headline news 

Monrovia, Liberia, June 2, 
2025 - The Liberian 
G o v e r n m e n t  h a s  

m a n d a t e d  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  
Agriculture to regulate price of 
rubber across the country with 
immediate effect this June. 
The decision was reached after 
President Joseph N.  Boakai 
constituted the Liberia National 
Rubber Pricing Committee, headed 
by the Ministry of Agriculture to 
ensure fair prices in the rubber 
sector.
The Liberia National Rubber 
Pricing Committee is co-chaired by 
the Ministry of Finance and 
Development  Planning,  the  
Ministry of Commerce and Industry, 
the Ministry of Justice, the National 
Investment Commission, the 
Rubber  Deve lopment  Fund  
Incorporated and the Rubber 
Planters Association of Liberia.
Other committee members include 
the rubber processors, represented 

by Firestone Liberia, charged with 
the mandate to determine and post 
the monthly price of rubber within 
the Republic of Liberia.
According to a resolution from the 
meeting, the Government of 
Liberia's decision was triggered by 
numerous complaints from rubber 
farmers in the country about unfair 
pricing in the rubber sector.
The latest move comes after a series 
of meetings among members of the 
Liberia National Rubber Pricing 
Committee during which a scenario 
for determining a fair monthly price 
of rubber was unanimously agreed 
upon, from several scenarios 
presented by a technical sub-
committee.
The document quotes the head of the 
committee,  the Ministry of  
Agriculture as saying “The 
committee has resolved that the 
monthly price of rubber will be 
derived from an average of the daily 

prices of one ton of rubber for the 
preceding month posted on the 
Singapore Commodity Exchange, 
applying a 58 percent dry rubber 
content to get the actual, from which 
the production cost is deducted, the 
resultant amount be used to 
calculate 10 percent profit margin 
for the processor”
It says the Liberia National Rubber 
Pricing Committee also resolved to 
meet during the last week of each 
month to determine and announce 
the rubber price for the succeeding 
month which takes effect the 1st day 
of that month beginning with June 
2025.
“Besides announcing the price 
through the media, the Liberia 
National Rubber Pricing Committee 
will distribute the rubber buying 
price notices to processors and other 
buyers of rubber to be posted 
prominently at their places of rubber 
purchase”, the document added.
The document maintains that the 
formula for deriving the monthly 
price of rubber is subject to 
amendment as the Liberia National 
Rubber Pricing Committee may 
from time to time deem necessary, 
while urging rubber buyers in the 
Republic of Liberia to strictly 
adhere to the prices posted by the 
committee or face persecution. 
Meanwhile, the Liberia National 
Rubber Pricing Committee says 
there would be a push for President 
Joseph Boakai to issue an Executive 
Order that will place a surcharge on 
the export of unprocessed rubber out 
of Liberia, to ensure processors are 
able to compete to get raw materials 
for their factories. Editing by 
Jonathan Browne

By Lincoln G. Peters 

President Boakai

Monrovia, Liberia, June 2, 
2 0 2 5  -  V a r i o u s  
stakeholders from line 

m i n i s t r i e s ,  a g e n c i e s  a n d  
commissions, including Civil 
Society leaders and the Economic 
Community of West African States 
(ECOWAS) have ended a one day 
validation meeting to adopt the 
Situation Assessment and Analysis 
Report of the ECOWAS Protection 
and Human Security Integrated 
Coordination Mechanism (ECO-

PHSICM) in Liberia.
The meeting, which took place in 
Monrovia at the weekend, was 
conducted under the auspices of the 
National Center for the Coordination 
of Response Mechanism (NCCRM), 
marked a significant step toward 
improving Liberia's protection and 
human security frameworks.
The report provides a comprehensive 
overview of the current human 
security landscape in the country. It 
highlights vulnerabilities affecting 
v a r i o u s  p o p u l a t i o n  
groups—part icularly women,  
children, refugees, and internally 
displaced persons—and examines 
existing institutional responses. It 
also outlines key recommendations 
aimed at enhancing coordination 
mechanisms for better protection 
outcomes.
Despite the establishment of 
legislative frameworks and national 
policies, the report notes that Liberia 
continues to face challenges in 
implementation due to limited 
resources, weak institutional 
capacity, and coordination gaps.
In his remarks, Mr. Arthur Bestman, 
Executive Director of NCCRM, 
emphasized that the assessment 
identifies critical intervention areas 
and recommends strategies to 
enhance protection through effective 
multi-stakeholder coordination, in 
alignment with ECOWAS and 
international standards.

He noted that the report is designed to 
align with the ECO-PHSICM 
framework, enabling regional 
comparisons and collaborative 
efforts. It draws from key ECOWAS 
reference texts such as the Revised 
Treaty, the Protocol on Conflict 
Prevention, and the ECOWAS 
Conflict Prevention Framework.
Mr.  Bes tman descr ibed  the  
assessment as a pivotal examination 
of Liberia's multifaceted post-
conflict challenges, including socio-
economic vulnerabilities. He also 
outlined the methodology and 

broader context that shaped the 
report's development.
He recalled the launch of ECO-
PHSICM in Liberia during a high-
level advocacy and capacity-
building meeting in September 2022. 
Following the launch, a roadmap was 
adopted to enhance human security, 
with NCCRM designated as the 
program's secretariat.
Subsequent technical support 
workshops, including one held from 
July 1–3, 2024, helped identify 
priority areas for immediate action. 
Bestman encouraged all stakeholders 
to contribute their insights to 
strengthen the final national 
document.
Speaking at the event, Madam 
Josephine Nkrumah, ECOWAS 
Resident Representative to Liberia, 
highlighted the national significance 
of the validation exercise, stressing 
its relevance to every Liberian.
“What is most important today is that 
this effort is a national endeavor. 
Your voices, insights, and expertise 
are crucial to ensuring that this report 
addresses the very heart of human 
protection and national security,” she 
stated.
Madam Nkrumah cal led for  
c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n ,  r o b u s t  
engagement, and increased financial 
support to address the root causes of 
conflict .  She reiterated that 
ECOWAS
' role is 

The Government of Liberia in collaboration with Civil Society have 
validated the ECOWAS Protection and Human Security Integrated 
Coordination Mechanism here.

By: Lewis S. Teh Monrovia, Liberia, 
June 2, 2025 - A 
m e m b e r  o f  t h e  

Liberian Senate, Senator, 
Crayton O. Duncan of Sinoe 
County,  who chairs  the 
Committee on Concessions has 
e x p r e s s e d  s e r i o u s  
disappointment and disdain 
over  enac tment  o f  l aw 

protecting foreign companies 
from being grilled, X-rayed and 
interrogated on the floor of 
plenary. 

Speaking on a live mid-night 
talk show the Heat over the 
weekend, Senator Duncan said 
it's very saddening that the 
Liberian Senate will enact a law 
to prevent foreign companies 
from being invited by Plenary, 
when the United States 
Congress invites and questions 
foreign companies regarding 

their operations. 
"This is what hurts me, when 
you want to invite or bring 
these concession companies or 

big companies on the senate 
th

floor to grill them, the 54  
Liberia Senate passed a rule, 
which we met there that 
prevents companies from being 
invited for interrogation and 
grilling. And so, who you think 
told them not to do that, is the 
very white or western people. 
Look at TikTok, Huawei and 
others companies in the United 
States that were invited at 
Congress for questioning and 
grilling. But, in Liberia, the 
west had bought us not to bring 
companies on the floor. And I 
heard that sometimes, it was 
because of Firestone based on 
the radical approach from the 
Liberia Senate towards the 
company. They did so talk and 
Firestone was angry, therefore, 
t o d a y ,  n o  c o n c e s s i o n  
companies are allowed to come 
to plenary for questioning. Our 
resources that these guys are 
exploiting, so we don't have the 
right to call and grill them. The 
fear of the white man is one of 
the main reasons our country is 
l i k e  
this"

The Plenary of the Liberian Senate seems to be crippled, following enactment of law that 
protects concession companies here from questioning, as Senator Crayton O. Duncan laments.   

CONT’D ON PAGE  7

Senate suffers self-infliction 
-After passage of protective law By Lincoln G. Peters 

Boakai wants rubber prices regulated
- To ensure fair pricing & market stability President Boakai gets tough here in protecting Liberia's 

rubber sector, calling for regulation of prices immediately. 

Stakeholders validate ECOWAS 
Protection and Human Security Report

CONT’D ON PAGE  7
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more headline news       more headline news 

In a landmark move to boost 
safety and professionalism in 
Liberia's electrical sector, the 

Liberia Electricity Regulatory 
Commission (LERC) on May 30, 
launched a digital Certification and 
Licensing Portal for Electrical 
Professionals and Contractors.
The event, held at local hotel in 
Monrovia at end of a two-day 
workshop, was launched by Hon. 

Claude J. Katta, Chairman of the 
LERC Board of Commissioners. The 
launch marks a major milestone in 
the Commission's regulatory efforts, 
following the 2023 publication of 
Certification and Licensing of 
Electr ical  Professionals  and 
Contractors Regulations governing 
the certification and licensing of 
e lect r ical  profess ionals  and 
contractors in the country.
“These regulations are designed to 
ensure that individuals involved in 
electrical work—ranging from 
d e s i g n  a n d  i n s t a l l a t i o n  t o  
maintenance and inspection—meet 
clear qualification standards,” said 
Hon. Katta. “This initiative will 
enhance safety, quality, and 
professionalism across the board.”
Chairman Katta emphasized that 
Liberia is aligning with international 
best practices by introducing 
mandatory cer t i f icat ion and 
l i c e n s i n g  p r o c e d u r e s .  T h e  
complexity of the electrical 
installation will determine the level 
of licensure required, with more 
advanced systems demanding highly 
trained technicians or engineers.
“To ensure public safety, consumers 
should always verify a professional's 
l icense before allowing any 
electrical work,” Katta cautioned. 
“Each licensed worker will be issued 
an off icial  ID card by the 
Commission, and a national 
directory will soon be available 
online.”
Electr ical  professionals  and 
contractors across the country are 
urged to register through the new 
portal to obtain their licenses and 
certifications. The Commission 
considers this a non-negotiable 

requirement under its regulations.
Katta further called for collaboration 
from government ministries,  
technical training institutions, and 
industry stakeholders. “We urge the 
Ministries of Education, Mines and 
Energy, and Youth and Sports, along 
with our service providers and 
training institutions, to actively 
support this initiative,” he said.
He lauded President Joseph N. 
Boakai for the confidence placed in 
the Commission and reiterated the 

importance of collective efforts in 
building a regulated, safer, and more 
efficient electricity sector.
“This is more than a technological 
milestone—it's a strategic leap 
forward for Liberia's development,” 
he said. “Together, let us ensure a 
professionally regulated electrical 
environment for all.”
The chairman of the Interview Panel 
set up by the Commission to oversee 
the process in accordance with the 
regulations, Deputy Minister at the 
Ministry of Mines and Energy 
(MME), Mr. Charles Umehai 
averred that the panel will ensure that 
the highest standards of safety, 
professionalism and competence is 
upheld in the electricity industry. 
Deputy Minister Umehai in a 
statement delivered on his behalf by 
Mr. Monyan K. Flomo, Technical 
Assistant/Assistant Director at 
MME informed stakeholders that the 
implementation of the regulations is 
designed to protect the public, 
promote best practices, and foster a 
thriving, reliable and sustainable 
electricity sector. 
“Through this rigorous certification 
and licensing process, we aim to 
recognize and empower the most 
qualified and skilled electrical 
professionals and contractors who 
will contribute to the development 
and progress of our nation, Liberia,” 
he stressed.
The ceremony was attended by 
representatives from the Ministries 
of Education, Youth and Sports, 
Mines and Energy, heads of TVET 
institutions, international and local 
organizations, and service providers 
from across the country. -Press 
release.

The Liberia Electricity Regulatory Commission or (LERC) launches a 
digital Certification and Licensing Portal to supervise activities of 
Professionals and Contractors.

By: Edwin N. Khakie

 



NEW DAWN   8www.thenewdawnliberia.com                                    

Le secteur de la santé 
libérien continue de faire 
face à d'importants défis 

en raison de faibles allocations 
budgétaires et d'un manque criant 
de  fourni tures  médica les  
essentielles. Résultat : de 
nombreux citoyens perdent la vie 
p r é m a t u r é m e n t  d a n s  l e s  
établissements censés les 
soigner.

Le Centre médical John F. 
Kennedy (JFK), principal hôpital 
de référence du pays, est 
aujourd'hui au cœur de vives 
critiques. Plusieurs patients sous 
d i a l y s e  o n t  q u a l i f i é  

l'établissement de « piège mortel », 
voire de « couloir vers la tombe ».
Parmi eux, Bill Mensah, 35 ans, 
affirme que « JFK n'est pas un hôpital, 
mais un passage direct vers la mort ». 
Selon lui, malgré les sommes 
importantes versées, les patients ne 
reçoivent aucun traitement adéquat.
« Nous sommes ici, en train de mourir à 
petit feu. Aucun soin ne nous est donné. 
Même après avoir payé des montants 

énormes, nos chances de survie restent 
minimes », a-t-il déclaré à la presse.
Construit en 1965 et opérationnel 
depuis 1971, le JFK est régulièrement 
a c c u s é  d e  n é g l i g e n c e ,  d e  
dysfonctionnements dans la prise en 

charge des malades et  de 
prestations médicales douteuses, 
malgré son statut d'hôpital national 
de référence.
M. Mensah, qui reçoit des soins au 
centre de dialyse de l'hôpital 
depuis cinq mois, indique que son 
traitement nécessite trois séances 
par semaine. Chaque séance lui 
c o û t e  e n v i r o n  7 5  d o l l a r s  
américains, auxquels s'ajoutent 25 
dollars pour les injections et le 
conseil médical – soit plus de 250 
dollars par semaine. Pourtant, il 
déplore que l'administration 
hospitalière retarde ou annule 
fréquemment ses séances, faute de 
fournitures médicales.
« Nous avons tout dépensé et nous 
subissons encore des retards et des 
annulations. Où va cet argent ? », 
s'interroge-t-il.
Des témoignages similaires 
viennent d'autres patients. La mère 
de Precious, également en dialyse, 
explique que l'état de sa fille se 
détériore rapidement, en l'absence 
de soins. « Chaque jour, sa douleur 
s'intensifie. Ses chances de survie 
diminuent », déplore-t-elle.
Surprise Cuput, 26 ans, a révélé 
avoir passé une semaine entière 
sans accès à la dialyse – une 
interruption qui pourrait lui être 
fatale, compte tenu de sa maladie 
rénale en phase terminale. « Vous 
imagi
nez ce 

ONROVIA – Le Mm i n i s t è r e  d e s  
Travaux publics 

(MPW) a temporairement 
ralenti la démolition des 
s t ructures  i l légalement  
é r igées  sur  l es  a l l ées  
publiques dans le comté de 
Montserrado et ses environs, 
i n v o q u a n t  u n  m a n q u e  
d'équipements adéquats.
Lancée en octobre 2024, cette 
o p é r a t i o n  v i s a i t  à  
désencombrer les voies 
publiques et zones restreintes 
pour faciliter la circulation 
des véhicules et améliorer 
l'esthétique de la capitale, 
M o n r o v i a .  To u t e f o i s ,  
l'exercice a récemment connu 
un coup d'arrêt en raison de 
limitations logistiques.
S 'exprimant lors  d 'une 
c o n f é r e n c e  d e  p r e s s e  
organisée par le ministère de 
l'Information, des Affaires 
culturelles et du Tourisme 
(MICAT), le vice-ministre à 
la Presse et aux Affaires 
publiques, Daniel Sanoe, a 
confirmé que le ministère ne 
disposait actuellement pas de 
la capacité nécessaire pour 
poursuivre efficacement les 
démolitions.
Citant le ministre des Travaux 
publics Roland Giddings, 
récemment invité sur une 
station de radio locale à 

FrançaisFrançaisFrançais

Monrovia, M. Sanoe a assuré que 
les opérations de démolition 
connaîtront une nette accélération 
dès l'arrivée de 285 machines 
lourdes, surnommées « yellow 
machines », attendues d'ici la fin de 
l'année.
Selon le vice-ministre, le vice-
président Jeremiah Koon s'est 
récemment rendu en Chine afin de 
renégocier l'accord d'acquisition 
de ces équipements. L'accord final 
prévoit désormais la livraison de 
285 engins pour un coût réduit de 
22 millions de dollars américains, 
en baisse par rapport au coût initial 
estimé.
En mai 2024, la ministre d'État 
sans portefeuille, Mamaka Bility, 
avait annoncé un plan d'achat de 
ces engins pour soutenir les 

travaux routiers à l'échelle 
nationale. Le projet prévoyait 
la répartition de 19 machines 
dans chacun des 15 comtés du 
pays. Cependant, l'accord 
initial a suscité de vives 
critiques, notamment en raison 
de son lien présumé avec une 
concession minière attribuée à 
l'homme d'affaires sud-africain 
Robert Gumede, sans appel 
d 'o ff res  n i  approba t ion  
législative formelle.
Face à ces controverses, le 
président Joseph Boakai a mis 
en place une commission 
spéciale dirigée par le vice-
président Koon, chargée de 
renégocier les termes de 
l'accord. La commission a 
ensui

Éditorial
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De la vie à la mort : Témoignages accablants 
sur le Centre de Dialyse de l'Hôpital JFK

Le ministère des Travaux publics ralentit la 
démolition des structures illégales à Monrovia
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Dans une démarche audacieuse pour remédier à la dégradation des 
infrastructures routières et améliorer la mobilité urbaine, 
l'administration du comté de Bong a officiellement lancé un vaste 

projet de réhabilitation des routes communautaires dans la ville de Gbarnga, 
capitale du comté.

Ce projet, initié par le bureau de la Superintendante du comté, l'honorable 
Loleyah Hawa Norris, s'inscrit dans un plan plus large visant à renforcer 
l'accessibilité, faciliter les déplacements quotidiens et stimuler le 
développement local à travers des investissements ciblés dans les 
infrastructures.

Selon la Superintendante Norris, l'initiative est financée par une allocation 

récente de 75 000 dollars américains, spécifiquement dédiée à la 
réhabilitation des routes communautaires de Gbarnga.
« Ce projet répond directement aux préoccupations exprimées depuis 
plusieurs années par les résidents confrontés à la dégradation des routes, » a-
t-elle déclaré à la presse. « Nous avons décidé de concentrer les efforts sur les 
zones les plus critiques, là où les besoins en accès et en mobilité sont les plus 
pressants. »

Les zones ciblées comprennent plusieurs quartiers résidentiels ainsi que des 
axes stratégiques reliant des institutions clés et des marchés locaux. Ces 
routes, laissées à l'abandon depuis de longues années, sont devenues quasi 
impraticables, surtout en saison des pluies.

L'annonce du projet a été chaleureusement accueillie par les habitants, qui y 
voient un soulagement tant attendu.
« Cela fait des années qu'on galère pour circuler ici, surtout pendant les 
pluies, » témoigne John Flomo, habitant de la communauté de Brooklyn. « 
Ce projet tombe à point nommé. Il va faciliter la vie des élèves, des 
travailleurs, et relancer le commerce local. »

Des commerçants, des opérateurs de transport et des responsables 
d'établissements scolaires ont également salué l'engagement du 
gouvernement à répondre aux besoins de la population.
« Nos clients se plaignaient constamment de l'état de la route qui mène à 
notre centre, » explique Mary Kollie, administratrice d'un établissement 
scolaire local. « Nous sommes reconnaissants que le gouvernement prenne 
enfin des mesures. »

Les travaux seront exécutés par des entreprises locales, créant ainsi des 
emplois temporaires pour des ouvriers du comté. L'administration a promis 
un suivi rigoureux pour garantir la qualité et l'achèvement dans les délais 
impartis.

La Superintendante Norris a insisté sur l'importance de la collaboration 
communautaire pendant la mise en œuvre :
« Nous appelons tous les résidents à coopérer avec les ouvriers et à éviter tout 
acte susceptible de retarder ou compromettre les progrès que nous espérons 
réaliser, » a-t-elle déclaré.

Ce projet s'inscrit dans le cadre du programme de développement à long 
terme du comté et soutient les objectifs de l'Agenda ARREST du président 
Joseph Boakai, qui met l'accent sur les infrastructures et la gouvernance 
locale comme piliers du progrès national.
« Cette initiative dépasse largement la simple réparation de nids-de-poule, » 
a souligné Norris. « Il s'agit de restaurer la dignité de nos communautés, et de 
garantir à chaque citoyen le droit de vivre dans un environnement urbain 
propre, accessible et fonctionnel. »

Alors que les engins entrent dans les quartiers et que les travaux 
commencent, les attentes sont élevées. Ce projet pourrait marquer un 
tournant dans la manière dont les autorités locales répondent aux 
besoins fondamentaux en matière d'infrastructures publiques.

Avec une vision claire, un fort soutien communautaire et une volonté 
politique affirmée, le projet de réhabilitation des routes de Gbarnga s'impose 
comme un symbole de progrès, de responsabilité et de modernisation 
urbaine au service du bien-être collectif.
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volonté de l'entreprise de soutenir 
les communautés au-delà de ses 
zones d'opération traditionnelles 
dans les comtés de Nimba, Bong et 
Grand Bassa.
«  N o u s  v a l o r i s o n s  n o s  
communautés et intervenons même 
e n  d e h o r s  d e  n o s  s i t e s  
d'exploitation, » a déclaré M. Wleh. 
« Nous ne sommes pas le Ministère 
des Travaux Publics, mais nous 
répondons aux besoins des 
populations quand cela est 
possible. Après de nombreuses 
consultations, nous sommes 
heureux de lancer ce projet ici, à 
Margibi. »
Il a également précisé qu'AML 
avait obtenu l'accord préalable de 
F i r e s t o n e  L i b e r i a ,  e n  
reconnaissance de la présence 
historique de cette entreprise dans 
la région.

'ancien Superintendant Ldu comté de Margibi, 
John Z. Buway Sr., a 

s a l u é  l ' e n g a g e m e n t  d e  
ArcelorMittal Liberia (AML) 
pour  le  lancement  d 'un 
i m p o r t a n t  p r o j e t  d e  
réhabilitation routière dans la 
ville de Kakata. Il a qualifié 
cette initiative de « louable » et 
digne de reconnaissance 
nationale.
Réagissant via les réseaux 
sociaux, M. Buway a mis en 
lumière l'importance du projet, 
soulignant que AML n'est ni 
une ONG ni une institution 
publique, mais qu'elle s'est 
néanmoins engagée à investir 
plus d'un demi-million de 
dollars américains dans les 
infrastructures publiques.
« Il est toujours bon de dire 
MERCI quand quelqu'un fait 
quelque chose de bien pour 
v o u s ,  »  a - t - i l  é c r i t .  «  
ArcelorMittal n'est pas une 
ONG, mais investit plus de 500 
000 USD pour réhabiliter la 
route entre 26 Gate et Kacity, 
soit environ 5 kilomètres, afin 
qu'elle soit praticable toute 
l'année. C'est admirable ! Merci 
également à tous ceux, du 
gouvernement comme de la 
société civile, qui ont contribué 
à rendre cela possible. »
Le 13 mai 2025, AML a 
officiellement lancé les travaux 
de réhabilitation d'un tronçon 
routier de 28 kilomètres, 
reliant Kpelleh Town à la 

Firestone Staff Club à Kakata. 
Le projet, estimé à 527 000 
USD, a été initié à la suite d'une 
requête communautaire portée 
par la Représentante du district 
#4 du comté de Margibi, Hellen 
Wureh.
Cette route, en mauvais état 
depuis de nombreuses années, 
représentai t  un véri table 
obstacle pour les résidents, les 
usagers et les opérateurs 
économiques .  Le  p ro j e t  
comprend la remise à niveau 
structurelle de la chaussée, 
l'amélioration du drainage et le 
renforcement  de  l 'ass ise  
routière, afin d'en assurer la 
praticabilité en toute saison.
Lors de la cérémonie de 
lancement, le Directeur du 
développement durable et des 
relations extérieures d'AML, 
Marcus Wleh, a insisté sur la 
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te annoncé avoir obtenu des conditions plus 
favorables pour l'État libérien.
Bien que l'accord ait été finalisé depuis plusieurs 
mois, les machines n'ont toujours pas été livrées. 
Le 27 mai 2025, le vice-ministre Sanoe a 
toutefois confirmé que l'arrivée des équipements 
est prévue d'ici la fin de l'année.
Une fois sur place, ces machines permettront de 
reprendre les démolitions à Montserrado, mais 
aussi de lancer des projets de construction 

routière dans d'autres comtés, conformément aux 
promesses du président Boakai.
M. Sanoe a notamment indiqué que, dès la 
prochaine saison sèche, de grandes artères 
comme les routes Ganta-Zwedru et Zwedru-
Karloken seront asphaltées grâce à ces nouveaux 
équipements. Il a réaffirmé l'engagement du 
gouvernement à améliorer les infrastructures 
routières et à faire respecter les normes urbaines, 
malgré les retards actuels.
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que cela représente pour quelqu'un dans ma situation de 
rater une séance ? C'est une question de vie ou de mort 
», confie-t-elle. « J'ai passé des nuits entières assise sur 
une chaise, à l'extérieur du centre, en espérant être prise 
en charge. »
Comme de nombreux patients, Mme Cuput peine à 
réunir les fonds nécessaires chaque semaine, sollicitant 
l'aide de proches ou de donateurs, pour finalement se 
voir refuser l'accès aux soins en raison de pannes 
d'équipement ou de pénuries de fournitures médicales.
Le Centre de Dialyse JFK, le tout premier du pays, a été 
inauguré en 2022 par l'ancien président George 
Manneh Weah. Il avait pour mission de fournir des 
traitements vitaux aux patients souffrant d'insuffisance 
rénale. Mais depuis, le centre est devenu un symbole de 
désespoir. De multiples témoignages font état de 
pannes répétées, de pénuries chroniques et de services 
interrompus sans explication.
En janvier 2025, un groupe de patients du Centre de 
Dialyse Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf de l'hôpital JFK a 
adressé une lettre ouverte au président Joseph Boakai, 
dénonçant des retards dans les traitements, entraînant 
la mort de plusieurs patients.
À cette plainte s'est ajoutée celle de la famille Tamba, 

qui accuse l'hôpital d'avoir causé la mort de leur 
parente, Lovette Tamba, 32 ans et enceinte, à la suite 
d'une erreur médicale présumée.
En septembre 2023, l'hôpital avait déjà été poursuivi en 
justice à hauteur de 1,5 million de dollars pour une 
opération chirurgicale présumée fautive ayant entraîné 
la mort de Karen Gaydou Sehkehporh.
Contactée pour commenter ces graves accusations, 
l'administration de l'hôpital n'a pas donné suite. Mme 
Josephine Seekey, responsable des affaires publiques 
au JFK, a brièvement reconnu l'existence de 
contraintes, notamment l'absence de réactifs essentiels 
au centre de dialyse.
« Les médicaments et les fournitures doivent souvent 
être importés, ce qui engendre des retards importants », 
a-t-elle déclaré. Interrogée sur la façon dont les tests 
sont effectués sans réactifs, elle n'a pu fournir de 
réponse claire, évoquant des difficultés à joindre les 
responsables concernés.
Elle a cependant rappelé que le traitement de dialyse 
exige des conditions strictes de stérilité et un équilibre 
chimique précis – des exigences actuellement 
compromises.

L'administration du comté de Bong lance un ambitieux 
projet de réhabilitation routière à Gbarnga

L'ancien Superintendant de Margibi salue ArcelorMittal 
pour le lancement d'un projet routier de 527 000 $ à Kakata

De la vie à la mort : Témoignages accablants Starts from page 8

Le ministère des Travaux publics ralentit la 
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ompetition drives innovation, excellence, and Cadvancement in every corner of the globe. 

Yet, a myriad of invisible barriers hinders the collective 
success of communities, and one of the most insidious of 
these barriers is the culture of gossip, backbiting, and 
undermining. 

In Liberia and among Liberian communities abroad, 
these toxic behaviors act as silent saboteurs, stunting the 
growth of individuals and the advancement of the 
collective good. 

The issues of gossiping, peer envy, and badmouthing, 
alongside the lack of fact verification, converge to create 
a cycle of negativity that prevents Liberians from 
excelling politically and socially. 

This destructive culture must be addressed to foster a 
more prosperous, united, progressive Liberia and 
Liberian communities abroad.

One must first recognize the nature of these behaviors to 
understand the detrimental impact of gossip and insults 
on personal and community growth. 

Gossiping involves sharing unverified information, often 
with malicious intent. 

This includes discussing others' personal lives, spreading 
rumors, and engaging in idle chatter that does more harm 
than good. Backbiting and undermining are similar yet 
distinct. 

They refer to deliberately sabotaging someone's efforts to 
improve their status or advance their goals, often 
covertly, behind the target's back. 

Peer envy, on the other hand, arises when individuals 
resent others' successes, leading to sabotaging behavior 
instead of celebrating those successes. 

Badmouthing involves openly disparaging others, 
emphasizing faults and failures rather than strengths and 
talents. 

Collectively, these behaviors hinder individuals and 
inhibit communities from growing toward a positive 
future.

The consequences of these actions are profound and far-
reaching. They create an environment of distrust and fear. 

In a society where individuals are more concerned about 
what others say behind their backs than their actual 
accomplishments, the potential for collaboration 
diminishes. 

For instance, when Liberians abroad could work together 
to create business ventures or community programs that 
promote culture and unity, they find themselves defeated 
by the negative talk that permeates their interactions. 

The atmosphere becomes toxic, and individuals look for 
opportunities to undermine one another rather than uplift 
each other. 

This limits the scope of personal achievement and 
impacts the community as a whole, as discord stifles 
potential collaborations that could contribute to 
collective advancement.

Moreover, the lack of verification of facts creates an 
environment where misinformation thrives. 

When perpetuated without scrutiny, gossip engenders an 
atmosphere of confusion and doubt. For instance, a 
rumor regarding a community leader can quickly spiral 
out of control. 

What starts as a backyard conversation can lead to a 
public relations nightmare, causing unwarranted 
reputational damage that the individual may never fully 
recover from. 

This affects the targeted individual and has cascading 
effects on the community's leadership and trust in public 
figures. 

Consequently, young Liberians, who might look up to 
these leaders and seek to emulate them, are left with 
negative role models and disillusionment towards 
constructive societal engagement.

Beyond reputation, the emotional toll of participating in 
or being the subject of gossip cannot be embroidered. 

Individuals who are targets of these behaviors can 
sometimes experience feelings of anxiety, depression, 
and isolation. They may become withdrawn, disengaged 
from their community, and less inclined to pursue 
collective professional ambitions. 

This detrimental cycle erodes the richness of cultural and 
social connections that Liberians could celebrate and 
cultivate at home and abroad. 

The cost of such emotional turmoil extends to families 
and relationships, as mistrust seeps into personal bonds, 
causing rifts that further isolate individuals.

The cultural context of Liberia adds another layer of 
complexity to this problem. 

Liberian society has historically faced numerous 
challenges, from civil wars to social decline to economic 
hardship. 

These struggles fostered a sense of survival among the 
populace, where individual success could often come at 
the expense of others. 

Furthermore, the influx of Liberians into various 
diaspora communities has meant that some continue to 
carry these detrimental behaviors into new settings, 
creating an echo chamber of negativity that propagates 
the very culture they sought to escape. 

Every Liberian, particularly the young people abroad, 
disconnected from their homeland but still feeling the 
impact of this cultural disposition, grapples with the dual 
challenge of navigating their own identities while 
confronting the blatant contradictions in their 
communities.

We must confront these challenges with awareness and 
intentionality. 

We must recognize that change begins with the 
individual and flows outward to the community. 

We can combat the proliferation of unverified gossip by 
fostering a culture of verification and accountability. 

Encouraging discussions around critical thinking and 
proper fact-checking can transform how information is 
shared within communities. 

Some adults and young people should be educated on the 
importance of lifting one another rather than tearing each 
other down. 

Initiatives can be implemented to host workshops at 
churches, tribal gathering meetings,  district gatherings, 

and county gatherings on effective communication, 
conflict resolution, and the importance of community 
support, which often gets lost in the shuffle of 
competition.

Role models and community leaders also have a pivotal 
role in ushering in this positive transformation. 

When those in positions of influence actively 
demonstrate integrity and support, they set a precedent 
for others to follow. 

They should engage in public conversations about the 
impact of negative behaviors, thus raising awareness 
and promoting a culture of positivity and 
encouragement. Initiatives that celebrate successes, 
even small ones, can shift the current narrative from 
envy to pride. 

For example, community gatherings that honor 
educational, business, and leadership achievements can 
create public forums that recognize individual 
contributions and emphasize unity and collective 
progress. 

This should be a holistic endeavor, not for personal and 
friendship recognition but for the general public good. 

In addition, leveraging technology (social media,  zoom 
meetings) to create platforms for positive storytelling 
can reshape the conversation around success. 

Social media, often the breeding ground for gossip, can 
also serve as a powerful tool to highlight uplifting 
narratives and celebrate achievements within the 
community. 

Campaigns that share stories of resilience exemplifying 
how individuals emerged from struggles to achieve their 
goals, can inspire others while fostering a sense of 
belonging. 

Furthermore, participation in such campaigns can create 
a ripple effect, encouraging others to contribute their 
own experiences.

As we strive for a politically and socially active Liberia 
on the international stage, we must understand that 
gossiping, backbiting, and similar negative behaviors 
are barriers to this goal. 

Until we make a conscientious effort to eradicate these 
evils, Liberians, especially those abroad, will continue 
to face challenges in excelling politically and socially in 
their host nations' local and national governments.

By cultivating a culture of support, verification, and 
constructive dialogue, we can empower our 
communities to rise above negativity and work 
collaboratively toward a brighter future. 

The issues of gossip, backbiting, and negative speech 
are not mere social nuisances but substantial hindrances 
to personal and communal growth. 

If we are to compete not only within our communities 
but internationally, we must unlearn these toxic 
behaviors and replace them with encouragement, 
verification, and unity. 

Inclusive discussions, proactive initiatives, and 
influential role models can help reshape our 
community's narrative, creating an environment ripe for 
opportunity and success. 

Ultimately, the journey to overcoming these obstacles 
begins with each of us, a single step away from 
destructive behavior, toward a brighter communal 
future for all Liberians.

BY: Austin S Fallah-
A True Son of the Planet Earth Soil: 

The Silent Saboteurs: How Gossip and Malice Deter Liberia's Progress:
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listening.”
The Ministry has since launched a 
full investigation into the company's 
activities. All mining operations at 
the site have been suspended 
pending the outcome of the probe.
“No one is above the law,” Tingban 
emphasized. “While we encourage 
foreign investment, it must align 
with Liberia's laws and show respect 
for our people and the environment.”
In a brief statement, Huiren Mining 
Company officials confirmed they 
had received the ministry's order and 
expressed willingness to fully 
cooperate with the ongoing 
investigation.
This strong regulatory action is one 
of the most assertive measures taken 
by the Ministry of Mines and Energy 
in recent months, signaling a shift 
toward more stringent oversight of 
the mining sector and greater 
protection of community rights.
Also present during the inspection 
were Bong County District #3 
Representative. J. Marvin Cole, 
Bong County Senator. Johnny Kpehe 
S r . ,  a n d  B o n g  C o u n t y  
Superintendent. Loleya Hawa 
Norris. All three officials issued 
special remarks during the visit, 
emphasizing the need for corporate 
responsibili ty,  environmental 
stewardship, and strengthened 
community relations.
Rep. Cole reiterated his commitment 
to ensuring that companies operating 
within his district adhere to the laws 
a n d  p r i o r i t i z e  c o m m u n i t y  
development. Senator Kpehe 
underscored the importance of 
collaboration between government 
institutions and citizens to hold 
c o r p o r a t i o n s  a c c o u n t a b l e .  
Superintendent Norris called for 
unity among residents, assuring 
them that the local government 
stands ready to support enforcement 
and advocacy efforts.
Their presence and statements lent 
additional weight to the ministry's 
action and highlighted a growing 
consensus among local leaders for 
stricter regulation and transparent, 
community-centered resource 
management.
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Monrovia, June 2, 
2025: This major 
d i p l o m a t i c  

milestone follows a formal 
appeal by Bomi County Senator 
Edwin Melvin Snowe, who 
heads Liberia's delegation to 
the ECOWAS Parliament.
“As we all know, Senator 
Snowe made an appeal to 
Parliament for support of 
Liberia's candidacy. We are all 

b e h i n d  L i b e r i a , ”  s a i d  
E C O WA S  C o m m i s s i o n  
President Dr. Omar Alieu 
Touray. “We will continue to 
support Liberia in this crucial 
t ime.  We commend the  
government for its firmness and 
determination on this matter.”
In response, Senator Snowe 
expressed  g ra t i tude  fo r  
ECOWAS's endorsement and 
underscored the importance of 
continued engagement with the 
t h r e e  m e m b e r  s t a t e s  
considering withdrawal from 
the regional bloc. He urged the 
Communi ty  to  mainta in  
dialogue to preserve unity 
within ECOWAS.
As the head of Liberia's 
de lega t ion ,  Snowe a l so  
acknowledged ECOWAS's 
involvement in addressing 
political tensions in Liberia's 
House of Representatives. 
He cited two fact-finding 
missions, one led by ECOWAS 
Parliament Speaker Hadja 
Mémounatou Ibrahima, which 
he praised for its proactive 
engagement, and another that 
concluded with a final ruling by 
the Liberian Supreme Court.
Snowe further commended the 
ECOWAS Authority of Heads 
of State and Government for 
officially endorsing Liberia as 
the regional candidate for the 
UNSC seat. With elections 
scheduled for next week, he 

called on ECOWAS to intensify 
diplomatic outreach across the 
s u b r e g i o n ,  e n c o u r a g i n g  
member states to lobby their 
respective foreign ministers and 
heads of state in support of 
Liberia's bid.
Liberia's candidacy comes at a 
time when the country is 
increasingly recognized as a 
symbol  o f  pos t -conf l i c t  
transformation, democratic 

governance, and regional 
leadership. Once a recipient of 
UN peacekeeping missions, 
Liberia is now a contributor, 
having deployed personnel to 
regional and UN operations in 
Mali and Darfur.
The country has experienced 
four peaceful democratic 
transitions (2005, 2011, 2017, 
and 2023), reinforcing its image 
as a stable and constitutionally 
governed nation. Its consistent 
advocacy for regional peace, 
mediation in West African 
conflicts, and defense of 
democratic norms further 
bolster its credentials for a 
UNSC seat.
As a Least Developed Country 
(LDC), Liberia brings a critical 
and authentic perspective to the 
Security Council, especially on 
the link between development 
and security. If elected, Liberia 
plans to champion equitable 
a c c e s s  t o  d e v e l o p m e n t  
financing
Sustainable debt relief for 
vulnerable states, as well as 
fairer trade regimes for African 
economies
These priorities reflect Liberia's 
firsthand understanding of how 
pover ty,  inequal i ty,  and  
governance deficits drive 
instability, and affirm its 
commitment to multilateral 
cooperation for sustainable 
peace.

Liberia's progressive record on 
gender equality and human 
rights further strengthens its 
candidacy. As the first African 
nation to elect a female 
president, Nobel Laureate Ellen 
Johnson Sirleaf, Liberia has 
become a global reference point 
f o r  w o m e n ' s  p o l i t i c a l  
empowerment and post-conflict 
reconciliation.
The country has ratified key 
international treaties on human 
rights, transitional justice, and 
child protection. Its Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission 
(TRC) remains one of Africa's 
earliest and most notable efforts 
at post-conflict justice and 
national healing.
Liberia has also emerged as a 
regional leader in climate and 
environmental governance. 
With one of the largest 
remaining stretches of the 
U p p e r  G u i n e a n  F o r e s t  
ecosystem, a biodiversity 
hotspot—Liberia has partnered 
with nations like Norway to 
preserve forest cover, advance 
carbon credit systems, and 
promote climate resilience. 
These efforts underscore the 
country's commitment to 
elevating climate security as a 
pillar of global peace.
Liberia's unique history, as a 
nation founded by freed slaves, 
later ravaged by civil war, and 
now a model of recovery, gives 
it a moral voice in international 
diplomacy. Its dual ties to both 
Western democracies and the 
Global South position it as a 
natural bridge-builder in a 
divided world.
A seat on the Security Council 
would symbolize not only 
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  b u t  a l s o  
redemption. It would affirm the 
transformative power of peace 
and the enduring strength of 
international solidarity.
A s  t h e  U N S C  e l e c t i o n  
approaches, Liberia is calling on 
the international community for 
support. Its voice at the Council 
would reflect Africa's rising 
global influence and amplify the 
needs of countries affected by 
conflict, poverty, and climate 
change.
Liberia's candidacy is more than 
justified, it is timely and 
necessary. In a world seeking 
r e n e w e d  c o n s e n s u s  a n d  
empathy, Liberia offers a 
perspective shaped by hardship, 
resilience, and an unshakable 
commitment to global peace.- 
Edited by Othello B. Garblah.
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Liberia's campaign for a non-permanent seat on the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) has gained critical 
momentum, receiving unanimous endorsement from the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS). 

emotional agony endured by her 
family.
“We are happy to receive our mother's 
body and to give her befitting burial; 
her friends, Church members, 
everyone are happy, and the 
traditional rite was done”, Borbor 

added.
The CEO of the Solomon Tubee 
Funeral Home in Kakata, Patrick 
Tubee, admitted to a technical 
error by his staff, which led to the 
embarrassment. Editing by 
Jonathan Browne
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Jackson Village, Bong County – 
June 2, 2025 – The decision 
follows mounting allegations of 

illegal mining practices and violations 
of agreements made with local 
communities.
The enforcement action was taken 
during a surprise inspection on 
Saturday, led by Assistant Minister 
Carlos E. Tingban. Accompanied by 
law enforcement officers, the MME 
team reportedly discovered that 
Huiren Mining had extended its 
operations beyond the boundaries set 
in its license and had breached the 
terms of  a  Memorandum of  
Understanding (MOU) signed with 
communities directly affected by its 
activities.
“This is not just about mining rights,” 
Assistant Minister Tingban stated 
during a town hall meeting held with 
residents. “It's about protecting our 
e n v i r o n m e n t ,  e n f o r c i n g  
accountability, and standing up for the 
rights of Liberians whose land and 
livelihoods are being exploited by 
noncompliant mining companies.”
For months, community leaders have 
raised concerns about the company's 
alleged failure to deliver on promised 
social development initiatives, poor 
communication with residents, and 
environmental degradation. Locals 
also cited a lack of transparency and 
disregard for community welfare.
Tensions escalated during the 
inspection when two Huiren Mining 
Company officials, including the 
General Manager, were handcuffed 
and  t aken  in to  cus tody  fo r  
questioning. Though their identities 
have not been officially released, 
sources within the ministry indicate 
the individuals may face charges 
related to environmental infractions 
and unauthorized extraction of 
mineral resources.
James Kollie, a youth leader from 
Jackson Village, praised the ministry's 
intervention. “We've been raising 
these concerns for months,” he said. 
“They were mining day and night, 
destroying our land, and not living up 
to their promises. This action shows 
that the government is finally 

Woman buried twiceECOWAS endorses Liberia's UNSC Bid

By Stephen G. Fellajuah

Gov't shutdown Chinese Mining Company
The Ministry of Mines and Energy (MME) has ordered the immediate and 

temporary closure of Huiren Mining Company, a Chinese-owned corporation 

operating in Jackson Village, Jorquelleh District #3, Bong County. 

By Edwin N. Khakie



The remains of an 
elderly woman, Ma 
Mary Massaquoi, have 

been buried for the second 
time due to what funeral home 
author i t ies  a t t r ibute  to  
mistaken identity, sparking 
rage among family members 
in Kakata, Margibi County.
The late Old Ma Massaquoi's 
remains had caused serious 

uproar at Solomon Tubee 
Funeral home on Friday, May 
30, 2025 when family had 
gone to collect her body for 
burial, only to realize that she 
had been mistakenly buried 
earlier.

According to report, Madam 
Massaquoi, who died from a 
brief illness, was deposited at 
the Tubee Funeral two weeks 
ago, after she succumbed to 
illness. Grieving relatives 
gathered Friday at the funeral 
home to take delivery of the 
body for burial, but were given a 
totally different dead body.
“The body presented to us was 
not our body, because we 
noticed everything on the body 

and with evidence”, Emmanuel 
Borbor, an In-law, said.
“Our Ma, had open teeth; the old 
Ma, had big open teeth that you 
can recognize and she was tall. 
But the person's body they gave 
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us was short and very old, and no 
teeth in her mouth, and they kept 
insisting; it was saddening for 
us”, another relative added.
The late Ma Mary sadly passed 
away and her family, already 
dealing with the shock of her 
death, was preparing to lay her to 
rest when they encountered an 
unimaginable ordeal that the 
body was nowhere to be found. 
They later learnt that she had 
been buried in Sanoyea, Bong 
County.
However, Police in Kakata, 
M a r g i b i  l a u n c h e d  a n  
investigation and revealed a case 
of mistaken identity, involving 
the body of an elderly woman 
that had also been stored at the 
funeral home.
“Per our investigation, we 
established the Tupee Funeral 
Home, made an error; it was a 
mistaken identity and we have 
asked them to transport the 
f ami ly  o f  t he  l a t e  Ma .  
Massaquoi's to Sanoyea to 
collect her remains”, a Police 
source presiding over the 
investigation, disclosed to 
reporters.
However, the body of the late 
Ma Mary was exhumed and 
reburied finally on Saturday, 
May 31, 2025, after traditional 
r i t uals, bringing to an end, 
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Woman buried twiceWoman buried twiceWoman buried twice
-Following error by funeral home

By: Emmanuel Wise Jipoh 
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