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The two said they were held 
incommunicado for several days 
and tortured, before they were 
left at the border by Tanzanian 
security forces, sparking 
widespread condemnation 
across the region and from 
international rights groups.
Tanzania is yet to comment on 
the torture claims but President 
Samia had earlier warned that 
she would not allow activists 
from neighbouring countries to 
"meddle" in her country's affairs 
and cause "chaos".Both Kenya 
and Uganda had formally 
protested against the detention 
of the activists.

deadly anti-tax protesters last 
June.
Some of them have dismissed 
Ruto's apology, insisting that the 
president should resign.
The president made the remarks 
in response to a call by visiting 
American preacher Rickey Allen 
Bolden, who urged leaders to 
pursue reconciliation.
The diplomatic row was 
triggered by the deportation of 
activists who had travelled to 
Tanzania to attend the trial of 
opposition leader Tundu Lissu.
Among them were Kenyan 
Boniface Mwangi and Agather 
Atuhaire from Uganda.

enya's President William 

KRu t o  h a s  p u b l i c l y  
apologised to Tanzania 

following days of tension 
between the neighbouring 
countries.Some Kenyans on 
social media have been 
targeting Tanzania's President 
Samia Suluhu Hassan following 
the recent detention and 
deportation of prominent East 
A f r i c an  a c t i v i s t s .Ang r y  
Tanzanian MPs on Monday 
a c c u s e d  K e n y a n s  o f  
c y b e r b u l l y i n g  a n d  
d i s respect ing  Tanzanian 
sovereignty and "meddling in 
domestic affairs".
Speaking at a national prayer 
breakfast on Wednesday, Ruto 
appeared to extend an olive 
branch to Tanzania."To our 
neighbours from Tanzania, if 
we have wronged you in any 
way, forgive us," he said.
"If there is anything that 
Kenyans have done that is not 
right, we want to apologise," 
the president added.Ruto also 
apologised to young Kenyans, 
popularly known as Gen-Zs, 
who have been critical of his 
administration since the 

P
resident Bola Tinubu has 
told Nigerians that the 
worst is behind them and 

that the country is getting 
better, in a speech to mark the 
end of his second year in office.

Halfway through his term, 
Tinubu acknowledged the pain 
his reforms had unleashed, 
adding that he did not take the 
patience of Nigerians for 
granted."Today, I proudly affirm 
that our economic reforms are 
working. We are on course to 
building a greater, more 
economically stable nation," he 
said.On the day he took office in 
May 2023, he announced the 
end of a long-standing fuel 
subsidy - a move that caused a 
huge surge in prices, leaving 
many Nigerians unable to buy 
enough food to eat.Nigeria's 
biggest opposition party, the 
Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) 

described Tinubu's two years in 
o f f i c e  a s  a  " m a s s i v e  
disappointment".In a statement 
released to mark Tinubu's second 
anniversary, the party which lost 
power in 2015 said the president 

had failed Nigerians.
But Tinubu said the situation was 
now improving: “Despite the 
bump in the cost of living, we 
have made undeniable progress. 
Inflation has begun to ease, with 
rice prices and other staples 
declining."Inflation was 24% last 
month, according to the official 
figures, compared to 22% when he 
took over.This is an improvement 
from this time last year when it 
stood at 34%. Weeks later 
Nigerians took to the streets in a 
nationwide protest that left 
several people dead.A fall in the 
rate of inflation does not mean 
that prices are falling - just that 
they are rising at a slower rate 
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A
 South African woman 
convicted of kidnapping 
and trafficking her six-

year-old daughter has been 
sentenced to life in prison, 
a l o n g  w i t h  h e r  t w o  
accomplices.
The jail terms for Racquel 
"Kelly" Smith, her boyfriend 
Jacquen Appollis and their 
friend Steveno van Rhyn come 
more than a year after Joshlin 
S m i t h  m y s t e r i o u s l y  
disappeared outside her home 
in Saldanha Bay, near Cape 
Town.Desp i te  a  h i gh l y  
publicised search for the girl, 
who vanished in February 
2024, she is yet to be 
f o u n d . S o u t h  A f r i c a n  
prosecutors say she was sold 
into slavery however this was 
not definitively proven during 
the trial.It is believed that 
Smith, who was addicted to 
drugs, needed the money.The 
sentencing follows an eight-
week trial that captivated 
South Africa, with witnesses 

and prosecutors making a 
n u m b e r  o f  s h o c k i n g  
allegations.
Judge Nathan Erasmus said he 
"drew no distinction" between 
the trio in handing down the 
sentences.
"On the human trafficking 
charge, you are sentenced to 
life imprisonment. On the 
kidnapping charge, you are 
sentenced to 10 years 
imprisonment," he said to loud 
applause in the courtroom.
Judge Erasmus took over an 
hour to deliver the sentence 
and was measured as he gave a 
brief summary of the case and 
highlighted points that stood 
out during the trial.
H e  r e b u k e d  t h e  t r i o ,  
especially Van Rhyn and 
Smith, saying they showed no 
remorse for their actions.
"There is nothing that I can 
find that is redeeming or 
de se r v i ng  o f  a  l e s se r  
sentence," he said.
He also spoke of the impact 
their conduct had on the 
community of Middelpos, 
where the girl lived, saying it 

h a d  l e f t  r e s i d e n t s  
"fractured".Smith, 35, and her 
accomplices showed no emotion as 
their sentences were read out in the 
community centre in Saldanha 
where the trial was held to allow 
r e s i d e n t s  t o  a t t e n d  
proceedings.Police said the search 
for the little girl would continue, 
even beyond South Africa's borders.
"We will not rest until we find [out] 
what happened to Joshlin. We are 
continuing day and night looking for 
her, "  Western  Cape po l ice  
commissioner Thembisile Patekile 
told local media.
The National Prosecuting Authority 
(NPA) welcomed the sentence and 
lauded the work of its team in 
proving that Joshlin was "sold [and] 
delivered to the intended buyer" for 
the purpose of "exploitation, 
namely slavery or practices similar 
to slavery".
During the trial, the identity of the 
"intended buyer" was never 
revealed.
The BBC asked the NPA for further 
details, however a spokesperson 

was unable to provide any.
Emotions were high ahead of the 
sentencing, with angry community 
members saying the trio should get 
a "harsh sentence because they 
deserve it".Ahead of sentencing, 
Joshlin's grandmother, Amanda 
Smith-Daniels, once again pleaded 
with her daughter to "bring my 
[grand]child back or tell me where 
she is"."I don't feel that any 
sentence they get will bring my 
grandchild back," she told local 
broadcaster Newzroom Afrika.Ms 
Smith-Daniels said that Joshlin's 
disappearance had left her family 
"broken".
She urged her daughter to stop 
blaming others for her misfortune as 
she "was the person that did the 
deed".During the trial, the court 
heard testimonies from more than 
30 witnesses, who painted a picture 
of the young girl's troubled life and 
subsequent disappearance.
Kelly Smith and her accomplices 
refused to testify or call any 
witnesses for their defence.
The most explosive came from 
Lourentia Lombaard, a friend and 
neighbour of Smith who turned state 
witness.BBC

Continental News Continental News Continental News Continental News Continental News Continental News 

than before.The World Bank 
predicts that Nigeria’s total 
output, or GDP, will grow by 4% 
this year - a faster rate than the 
3 %  w h e n  T i n u b u  t o o k  
over.However, unemployment 
remains a major concern, with 
m a n y  g r a d u a t e s  s t i l l  
complaining about not being 
able to find jobs.The president 
said he had little choice about 
removing the subsidy, saying the 
huge cost was a "chokehold on 
our nation's neck, strangling our 
nation's future", while allowing 
corruption to thrive.
After his inauguration and under 
what he called a "Renewed Hope 
Agenda", Tinubu pledged to 
tackle economic instability, 
improve security nationwide, 
reduce corruption, reform 
governance, and lift Nigerians 
out of poverty.Public affairs 
analyst professor Adeosun 
Olufemi told the BBC he feels 
the president has made positive 
gains in some areas, adding that 
the governors of Nigeria's 36 
states should take the blame for 
some of the problems over the 
past two years."After the 
president announced fuel 
subs idy removal,  money 
allocated to state governors 
increased heavily but what have 
they done with it?" he asked.The 
president, 73, won the bruising 
2023 election with 37% of the 
vote – defeating former Vice-
President Atiku Abubakar and 
former governor Peter Obi in a 
three-way race.BBC

Mother who sold six-year-old daughter 
given life term in South Africa

The court heard that on the day Joshlin Smith disappeared she 
did not go to school because she did not have a clean uniform

Life is improving in 
Nigeria, Tinubu says

Tinubu on assuming office pledged to tackle 
corruption and revamp the economy

Kenyan president apologises to 
Tanzania over deportation row

William Ruto says Kenya is keen to build 
relationships with its neighbours
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EditorialEditorialEditorial COMMENTARY COMMENTARY COMMENTARY 
ARIS – After US Vice President J.D. 

PVance’s hostile speech at February’s 
Munich Security Conference and 

President Donald Trump’s shameful treatment 
of Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky 
during his Oval Office visit later that month, 
even the most naive Europeans were forced to 
confront a sobering reality: the United States, 
under Trump, is no longer on their side.

To be sure, Trump’s unpredictability leaves 
room for sudden policy reversals, particularly 
when it comes to the strongmen he openly 
admires. His recent criticism of Vladimir 
Putin suggests growing frustration with the 
Russian president’s refusal to agree to a 
ceasefire in Ukraine. Similarly, Trump has 
noticeably distanced himself from Israeli 
Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu, as 
evidenced by his overtures toward Iran and 
multibillion-dollar AI-chip deals with the Gulf 
states.

That said, it is clear that the transatlantic 
alliance has entered an especially difficult 
period –worse than during Trump’s first term. 
Notably, Trump’s attacks are not limited to 
specific countries and their leaders but 
extend to the European Union itself. He 
despises the EU – a supranational, liberal 
project fundamentally incompatible with his 
nationalist worldview. In Trump’s eyes, the EU 
and NATO have long enabled European 
countries to take advantage of the US.

But viewing the emerging transatlantic divide 
as geopolitical is misleading. The split is 
ideological. On one side is an illiberal, 
extremist project led by Trump and his allies 
in Europe; on the other are those determined 
to preserve liberal democracy, rooted in the 
eighteenth-century Enlightenment principles 
that have guided the West since 1945.

Trump’s administration and supporters 
promote ideas, ranging from nationalist 
populism to Silicon Valley libertarianism, that 
resonate in Europe, where leaders like 
Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orbán, 
Slovakia’s Robert Fico, Italy’s Giorgia Meloni 
(who has, however, moderated her rhetoric 
since taking office in 2022), and various 
opposition parties champion similar illiberal 
views.

To be sure, Romanians recently rejected far-
right candidate George Simion in favor of his 
pro-EU liberal opponent, Nicușor Dan, but 
Europe’s political landscape remains in flux. 
Voters in Poland may soon elect a president 
backed by the far-right Law and Justice Party, 
and Russian interference – particularly in 
Romania’s election – has been widespread and 
well-documented. As French President 
Emmanuel Macron noted in January, the 
global alliance of far-right populist forces 
reflects the emergence of a “reactionary 
international.”

On the other side of Europe’s political divide 
are the leaders committed to defending 
liberal democracy: Macron, German 
Chancellor Friedrich Merz, British Prime 
Minister Keir Starmer (whose party’s recent 
landslide victory ended 14 consecutive years 
of Conservative rule), Polish Prime Minister 
Donald Tusk; and European Commission 
President Ursula von der Leyen. Their closest 
ideological counterparts in the US include 
centrist Republicans and moderate 
Democrats. The former have largely 
disappeared from the political map; the 
latter remain disoriented, fragmented, and 

without clear leadership in the wake of 
Trump’s re-election.

As the liberal-democratic camp struggles to 
regroup, its illiberal adversaries are proving far 
more coordinated. For years, far-right 
intellectuals and politicians on both sides of 
the Atlantic have engaged in frequent and 
intense exchanges over shared grievances, 
such as immigration and the perceived moral 
decay of the West. French author and 
conspiracy theorist Renaud Camus – especially 
his “Great Replacement” conspiracy theory – 
has been widely embraced by the American far 
right and Trump-aligned politicians.

So far, efforts to establish a transatlantic 
“populist international” have yielded only 
limited progress, mainly because the practical 
interests of these groups often clash. But that 
did not deter Trump from inviting several 
prominent figures from Europe’s radical right – 
including Reform UK leader Nigel Farage, 
French far-right polemicist and Reconquête 
leader Éric Zemmour, and Alice Weidel of 
Alternative für Deutschland – to his 
inauguration. In many ways, Trump himself 
serves as a symbolic figurehead linking these 
otherwise disparate movements.

Liberal thinkers have lacked their illiberal 
counterparts’ strategic focus. For decades, 
relations among Western democracies have 
evolved naturally through established 
channels and institutions, with political 
leaders reaffirming their shared democratic 
values during official visits. Former US 
President Joe Biden’s rousing speech on the 
beaches of Normandy on the 80th anniversary 
of D-Day, in which he extolled the virtues of 
freedom and democracy, is a prime example.

Given that liberal values underpinned the 
Western-led international order, there 
appeared to be little need for deeper 
reflection or debate about the importance of 
democracy and human rights. Liberalism was 
like water in an aquarium: essential, yet 
invisible to the fish. Western academics, 
writers, and mainstream commentators 
operated within this framework without 
questioning its underlying assumptions.

With the rise of Trump, Orbán, and other far-
right demagogues, these assumptions can no 
longer be taken for granted. Liberal democrats 
must return to first principles and urgently 
reinvigorate dialogue between moderates in 
North America and Europe. Beyond symbolic 
gestures and moral support, political leaders 
should engage with like-minded intellectuals, 
journalists, and policymakers to foster cross-
pollination and help forge a shared democratic 
vision for the future.

There is much to discuss: How can younger 
voters be convinced of the enduring value of 
democracy and the rule of law over the allure 
of charismatic strongmen? How can we devise 
economic policies that support workers 
without undermining the international trade 
system or accelerating climate change? And 
how should liberals respond to immigration 
pressures? Transatlantic discussion of these 
issues could play a vital role in revitalizing 
liberal ideals and developing political 
platforms capable of defending democratic 
governance in the years ahead.

Laurence Nardon is Head of the Americas 
Program at the Institut français des relations 
internationales.
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he Government of President Joseph Nyuma Boakai and Senator TEdwin Melvin Snowe of Bomi County are trading salvo over alleged 
subversion of the state. The Boakai Administration accuses Senator 

Snowe, who heads the security committee of the ECOWAS Parliament, of 
vowing to use his connections in the regional body to ensure that President 
Boakai fails, but Snowe denies.

A government statement issued in Monrovia over the weekend, says Mr. 
Snowe declared that he would “do everything possible including using his 
connections in ECOWAS to make the Boakai-led government to fail, even 
if it means discouraging foreign direct investment to Liberia and making the 
country ungovernable and unstable until he, Snowe, becomes President of 
Liberia.”

This is serious! It needs full investigation to establish veracity of the 
allegation or else, it could cast a negative image not only on Senator Snowe, 
but the ECOOWAS Parliament and perhaps the Government of Liberia 
itself, because news of instability of any level has a potential to drive away 
investors and much needed dollars.

Besides, it borders on question of trust with the regional Parliamentary body 
which Liberia is a member, and where Snowe serves as a senior official, 
representing the entire region. 

Senator Snowe unequivocally and categorically rejects and condemns the 
allegations as entirely baseless, malicious, and politically motivated. “This 
irresponsible and reckless statement”, he reacts, “amounts to nothing less 
than an implicit accusation of treason, one of the gravest charges under our 
Constitution that I do not take lightly.” 

The exchanges between the Administration and the Senator that are being 
published in the media is creating panic in the public and unnecessary 
tension in the country.

The government was not categorical in stating clearly where Snowe 
allegedly made the statement, while the onus is on the Bomi County 
Senator, who recently declared his intention to vie for the Presidency come 
2029, on the ticket of the National Patriotic Party, to exonerate himself from 
the allegations.

This is why we are calling for thorough investigation of the allegation to get 
to the bottom for the sake of the state, because subversion of the state is a 
serious offense that is in fact, non-bailable in court. 

Rather than just making the allegations, we believe strongly that it will be in 
the best interest of the government to launch a full investigation, as Senator 
Snowe is calling for, involving ECOWAS, the African Union (AU), the 
United Nations (UN), and the European Union (EU) to lay this issue to rest.

A government that walks in harmony with its members achieves much in 
terms of political and social cohesion for sustainable development and 
economic growth, instead of being at one another's throats for political 
power that cannot be exercised in chaos.

Published by the Searchlight Communications Inc., 
UN Drive, P.O. Box 1266 Opposite National Investment Commission.  
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Govt. should fully investigate 
the subversion allegation
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What Is Dividing the West?

By Laurence Nardon

http://www.project-syndicate.org
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The Eta Epsilon Lambda Chapter 
of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity has 
inducted a new corps of 

officers, ushering in a leadership team 
dedicated to committing their time, 
energy, enthusiasm, and ideas toward 
guiding the chapter to a productive 
and impactful two-year term.
The newly inducted officers are Bro. 
B. Elias Shoniyin, President, Bro. J. 
Alben Greaves, Vice President, Bro. 
Adolphus Scott, Secretary General, 
Prince W. Kieh, Treasurer, Bro. Eric 
Clarke, Financial Secretary, and Bro. 
Williams K. Morris, Acting Chaplain.
During the ceremony, Bro. Adolphus 
Scott, Secretary General, delivered 
the welcome remarks. He praised the 
organization of the event and 
particularly highlighted its support for 
educat ion,  espec ia l ly  among 
university students, a contribution he 
described as highly commendable.

Also speaking, Executive Director T. 
Nelson Williams of the International 
Association of Alpha Chapters (IAAC) 
expressed gratitude for the presence 
of fellow brothers. He reflected on the 
fraternity's establishment in Liberia, 
on October 5, 1958, marking its 
expansion to the West Coast of Africa 
and inspiring chapters in countries 
such as Ghana and South Africa. 
He also recognized the outgoing 
president, Bro. William K. Morris, 
noting that it was during his tenure 
that Bro. Joseph Nyuma Boakai, a 
member of the fraternity, was elected 
President of the Republic of Liberia.
The induction ceremony took place on 
Wednesday, May 28, 2025, at D' 
Calabash in Congo Town, with a 
notable turnout of fraternity 
members. The event featured a 
candle-lighting ceremony and 
officiating of oath to officially induct 
the new officers. In their pledge, the 
new leaders committed to upholding 
the fraternity’s values and advancing 
its mission.
In his acceptance speech, President B. 

Elias Shoniyin reflected on his 
personal journey and aspiration to 
serve within the fraternity.
"Today, as I stand before you, I 
accept this responsibility with 
passion. The success of a man lies in 
the impact he makes around him," 
he stated.
Shoniyin emphasized his openness to 
dialogue, encouraging members to 
engage with him on any matter that 
could contribute to the growth and 
well-being of the organization. 
He expressed gratitude for the 
capable team surrounding him, 
confident in their shared vision and 
purpose.Outlining his goals for the 
first 30 days, Shoniyin announced 
plans including rent a dedicated 
secretariat for the chapter, which 
will include office space and a well-
equipped conference room.
Relocate the Alpha House to Central 
Monrovia, closer to the institutions 

and hubs of national activity.
He also included expanding the 
scholarship program to support 
more students.
Strengthen internal communication 
and enhance social engagement 
platforms for members.
He concluded by thanking the 
fraternity for entrusting him with 
leadership, assuring members that 
the organization will not regret its 
decision. He called for collective 
support and collaboration to drive 
the chapter forward.
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. is the 
oldest intercollegiate historically 
African American fraternity. 
Founded on December 4, 1906, at 
Cornell University, it began as a 
literary and social studies club 
before evolving into a fraternity. Its 
legacy of leadership and service 
continues to inspire generations 
across the globe.

Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity 
inducts new leadership

By Stephen G. Fellajuah
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M
onrovia, Liberia, May 30, 
2025 - The Government of 
Liberia has officially 

announced the formation of a 
National Steering Committee to 
lead the planning of the 2025 
Annual Liberia Diaspora National 
Conference, which is slated for 
the United States of America, 
Washington DC. 
The high-level conference is 
being planned in line with 
President Joseph N. Boakai’s 
vision to strengthen ties 
between Liberians at home and 
citizens living abroad.
The announcement, made 
through the Office of the 
Diaspora Affairs at the Ministry of 

State for Presidential Affairs, 
highlights the importance of the 
D i a spo ra  S t r a teg i c  P l an  
(2024–2027).

According to Mr. Erasmus T. 
Williams, Head of the Diaspora 
office in the Office of the 
Pres ident,  the plan was 
introduced during the first 
Cabinet Retreat under President 
Boakai and forms part of the 
government’s “Arrest Agenda for 
Inclusive Development” (AAID).
A s t a t e m e n t  i s s u e d  o n  
Wednesday, May 28, 2025, says 
the Diaspora Affairs Office at the 
Ministry of State will chair the 
Steering Committee, while the 
Diaspora Affairs Office at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs will 

serve as co-chair.  The 
committee includes members 
f r o m  k e y  g o v e r n m e n t  
ministries, civil society 
organizat ions,  d iaspora  
groups, and international 
partners.Notable public and 
private partners on the 
Planning Committee include:
Ambassador Emmett L. Dunn – 
Chairman; Madam Macdella 
Cooper – Co-Chair; Hon. Paul T. 
Lamin – Chair on Finance; Mrs. 
Robena Vincent – Chair on 
F u n d r a i s i n g ;  E m i n e n t  
Emmanuel S. Wettee – Chair on 
D i a s p o r a  E n g a g e m e n t ;  
Representative Naquetta Ricks 
– Member Honorable O. Natty 
B. Davies – Member, among 
o t h e r s . T h e  S t e e r i n g  
Committee is a public-private 
pa r tne r sh i p  i n i t i a t i ve ,  
incorporating all sectors of the 
nation both home and abroad.
“This conference reflects 
President Boakai’s deep 
commitment to engaging 
Liberians abroad and making 
them key players in national 
development,” said Mr. 
Erasmus Tiampa Williams, 
C o o r d i n a t o r / D e p u t y  
M i n i s t e r. T h e  S t e e r i n g  
Committee, as constituted 
and chaired by Dr. Emmett 
Dunn and co-chaired by Hon. 
Macdella Cooper is hereby 
c h a r g e d  w i t h  t h e  
responsibility for the planning 
and full execution of the 
Annual Liberia Diaspora 
National Conference 2025. 
Editing by Jonathan Browne

G
barnga, Bong County – May 
29, 2025 — The project, 
spearheaded by the Office 

of the County Superintendent, 
Hon. Loleyah Hawa Norris, is part 
of a broader push to enhance 
a c c e s s i b i l i t y,  e a s e  d a i l y  
commuting, and promote local 
development through targeted 
infrastructure improvements.
Superintendent Norris disclosed 
that the initiative is being funded 
through a recent allotment of US 
$75,000, earmarked specifically 
for  the  rehab i l i tat ion  of  
community roads in Gbarnga.
According to Superintendent 
Norris, the funds will be used to 
rehabilitate some of the city’s 
most critical and heavily used 
routes that have long been 
neglected and are now in dire 
condition. The affected areas 
include a wide range of residential 
neighborhoods and vital corridors 
connecting key institutions and 
marketplaces.“This project is a 
direct response to the concerns 
raised by residents who for years 
have  endu red  poo r  r oad  
conditions,” Superintendent 

Norris told journalists. “We are 
using the US$75,000 allocation to 
prioritize areas that are in the 
worst condition and where 
residents have the greatest need 
for access and mobility.”Local 
residents have welcomed the 
initiative with enthusiasm, calling 
it a much-needed intervention 
that will improve their daily lives 
and revitalize the city’s overall 
appearance.
“We’ve been struggling to 
navigate these roads, especially 
during the rainy season,” said 
John Flomo, a resident of the 
Brooklyn Community. “This 
project is timely and will make a 
big difference for students, 
c o m m u t e r s ,  a n d  l o c a l  
bus inesses.”Petty  traders,  
transport operators, and school 
administrators also praised the 
government for listening to the 
voices of the people. “Our 
customers often complain about 
the poor road leading to our 
school,” said Mary Kollie, an 

administrator at a local learning 
center. “We are happy the 
g o v e r n m e n t  i s  t a k i n g  
action.”The rehabilitation work 
is expected to create short-term 
employment opportunities for 
local laborers and will be carried 
out by contractors based in the 
c o u n t y .  T h e  C o u n t y  
Administration has assured the 
public of strict oversight to 
ensure quality and timely 
completion of the work.
Superintendent Norris stressed 
the importance of community 
support and collaboration during 
the implementation phase. “We 
are calling on all residents to 
cooperate with workers and 
avoid actions that could delay or 
damage the progress we hope to 
achieve,” she added.
The project is part of the 
c o u n t y ’ s  l o n g - t e r m  
infrastructure and development 
agenda, aimed at improving 
living standards and supporting 
the goals of President Joseph 
Boakai’s ARREST Agenda, which 
prioritizes infrastructure and 
l o c a l  g o v e r n a n c e  a s  
cornerstones for national 

progress.
“This initiative goes beyond 
patching potholes,” Norris 
emphas ized.  “ I t ’s  about  
restor ing dignity to our 
communities and ensuring that 
every citizen has the right to live 
in a clean, accessible, and 
f u n c t i o n i n g  u r b a n  
environment.”As machines 
b e g i n  t o  m o v e  i n t o  
neighbourhoods and road 
rehabilitation gets underway, 
hopes are high that this project 
will signal a broader shift in how 
local government responds to 
basic public infrastructure 
needs.
With a clear plan, community 
backing, and political will, the 
Gbarnga road rehabilitation 
project stands as a symbol of 
progress, accountability, and the 
drive to make Liberia’s urban 
centers more liveable and 
economically productive.

akata, Margibi County – 

KFormer Superintendent of 
Margibi County, John Z. 

B u w a y  S r. ,  h a s  p r a i s e d  
ArcelorMittal Liberia (AML) for 
launching a major community 
road rehabilitation initiative in 
K a k a t a ,  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  
company’s intervention as 
“commendable” and a gesture 
w o r t h y  o f  n a t i o n a l  
appreciation.Reacting on social 
media, Mr. Buway emphasized 
the project 's importance, 
particularly because AML is not 
an NGO or a government 
institution but has nonetheless 
committed over half a million US 
dollars to improving public 
infrastructure.“It is always good 
to say THANKS for the good things 
people do for you!” Buway 
wrote. “ArcelorMittal is not an 
NGO but spending a little over 
half a million USD to rehabilitate 
the 26 Gate to Kacity road, 
approximately 5 kilometers, for 
all-season use is commendable 
yah! And thanks also to all who 
made this possible—be it 
government or civil society 

The Government of Liberia has appointed a National Steering 
Committee to plan the 2025 Liberia Diaspora National 
Conference.

actors!”
On Tuesday May 13, 2025, AML 
officially broke ground on the 
rehabilitation of a 28-kilometer 
stretch of road connecting 
Kakata’s Kpelleh Town to the 
Firestone Staff Club. The 
project, valued at $527,000, is 
being undertaken in response 
to a community request 
spearheaded by Margibi County 
District #4 Representative, 
Hellen Wureh.The road had 
long deteriorated, causing 
hardsh ip  fo r  res idents ,  

commuters, and businesses. 
The rehabilitation, which 
includes structural upgrades, 
improved drainage, and road 
reinforcement, aims to make 
the corridor usable throughout 
the year—regardless of weather 
conditions.
At the project launch, AML’s 
Head of Sustainability and 
External Relations, Marcus 
Wleh, stressed that the 
c o m p a n y ’s  s u p p o r t  f o r  
community  development 
extends well beyond its mining 
concession areas in Nimba, 
Bong,  and Grand Bassa 
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Govt. plans Diaspora Liberians Conference

By Lincoln G. Peters

Bong Administration launches 
major street Rehabilitation Project
In a bold step to address deteriorating road infrastructure and 
improve urban mobility, the Bong County Administration has 

officially launched the rehabilitaBy: Edwin N. Khakietion of key 
community roads across Gbarnga, the county’s capital.

By: Edwin N. Khakie

CONT’D ON PAGE  10

Former Margibi Superintendent 
praises ArcelorMittal 
-For $527K Road Project launch in Kakata
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Le s  a c t i v i t é s  
académiques ont été 
paralysées mardi sur 

le campus de Phebe de 
l’Université Luthérienne, à 
Suakoko, suite à une 
manifestation estudiantine 
dénonçant une mauvaise 
gestion administrative 
persistante.

L e  m o u v e m e n t  d e  
p ro te s ta t i on ,  déc r i t  
comme pacifique mais 
résolu, a vu des dizaines 
d’étudiants brandir des 
pancartes et scander des 

slogans contre l’administration 
universitaire, l’accusant de 
graves manquements dans la 
g e s t i on  a cadém ique  e t  
financière de l’institution.
Les griefs soulevés par les 
étudiants  inc luent  :  la  
pub l icat ion  tard ive  des  
résultats, un manque de 
transparence dans l’utilisation 

des fonds, l’insuffisance du 
personnel enseignant, des 
conditions d’apprentissage 
jugées précaires, ainsi qu’un 
déficit global de responsabilité 
au sein de la direction.

Lisant une pétition au nom 
d e  l ’ e n s e m b l e  d e s  
étudiants, Seima S. Walker a 
é n o n c é  u n e  s é r i e  
d'exigences adressées au 
Conseil d’administration de 
l ’ u n i v e r s i t é  e t  a u  
gouvernement libérien. « Le 
corps étudiant déclare que 
ces résolutions doivent être 
prises en compte sans délai. 
Nous appelons le Conseil 
d ' a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  d e  
l’Université Luthérienne et 
le Gouvernement du Libéria 
à agir dans les plus brefs 
délais », a déclaré M. 
Walker.
L e s  r e v e n d i c a t i o n s  
principales incluent :
• L a  d é m i s s i o n  
immédiate de Mme Ida A. C. 
Brown, doyenne adjointe, 
accusée de n’avoir eu aucun 
i m p a c t  p o s i t i f  s u r  
l’institution ;
• Le respect strict du 
calendrier académique 
2025, avec ajustement 
immédiat ;
• L a  v e n t i l a t i o n  

Le Superintendant du 
comté de Lofa, J. Lavelah 
Massaquoi, a salué les 
e f f o r t s  d e  P l a n  
International Liberia en 
matière de consolidation 
de la paix dans la région. Il 
a  e x p r i m é  s a  
reconnaissance lors d'une 
réunion conjointe du 
Conseil de sécurité et du 
Mécanisme de paix du 
comté, organisée par 
l’équipe du projet "Les 
filles et jeunes femmes 
s’engagent pour la paix" de 
Plan International Liberia.
L’événement s’inscrivait 
dans le cadre d’une mission 
de suivi qualité sur le 
terrain et a réuni plusieurs 
parties prenantes, dont 
l’organisation partenaire 
locale Women Solidarity 
Incorporated (WOSI). La 
réunion visait à informer 
o f f i c i e l l e m e n t  l e s  
principaux acteurs de la 
paix dans le comté de la 
clôture prochaine du 
projet, après deux années 
d’activités intensives, 
notamment dans  les  
communautés de Yeala et 
d e  K o n i a ,  o ù  s o n t  
implantées les Peace Huts 
(cases de paix).
Présidant les discussions, 

FrançaisFrançaisFrançais

le Superintendant Massaquoi a 
salué l’impact positif du projet 
et la gestion efficace des Peace 
Huts de Konia et de Yeala. Il a 
souligné que son administration 
envisage désormais d’inclure 
des initiatives de sécurité et de 
consolidation de la paix dans le 
budget de développement du 
comté.
« La sécurité est essentielle 
pour bâtir et préserver une paix 
durable. Nous ne pouvons pas 
compter indéfiniment sur les 
ONG. Même lorsqu’elles sont 
présentes, nous devons nous 
préparer à prendre le relais, car 
elles finiront un jour par partir 
», a averti M. Massaquoi, 

appelant les membres du 
Conseil – composés de 
citoyens influents – à 
s’impliquer activement et 
durablement.
D e  l e u r  c ô t é ,  d e s  
représentants du Conseil de 
sécurité du comté de Lofa 
ont exprimé leur gratitude 
envers Plan International 
Liberia. Ils ont souligné que 
l e s  i n t e r ven t i on s  de  
l ’ o r g a n i s a t i o n  o n t  
significativement réduit les 
actes de violence, en 
particulier parmi les jeunes. 
Des dirigeants d'associations 

locales, dont l'Association 

CONT’D ON PAGE  9
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Mouvement de protestation à l’Université 
Luthérienne de Suakoko, dans le comté de Bong

Le Superintendant Massaquoi salue 
les initiatives de paix dans le Lofa
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L
a mort inexpliquée de Yarkpowolo Moisemah, un 
jeune homme de 19 ans détenu par la police et 
témoin clé dans une enquête pour meurtre, 

suscite l’indignation dans le comté de Lofa et ébranle 
la confiance du public dans le système judiciaire 
local.
Moisemah avait courageusement identifié trois 
suspects — Lamine Flomo, Aaron Kollie et un homme 
âgé connu sous le nom de "Vieux Gbano" — dans 
l’affaire du meurtre de Monyoungor Keleko. Malgré 
les menaces dont il aurait été victime pour le réduire 
au silence, il avait informé les autorités locales, ce 
qui avait conduit à l’arrestation des suspects.
Cependant, le jeune témoin est décédé dans des 
circonstances troubles alors qu’il était en garde à 
vue. Les premières déclarations officielles 
évoquaient un suicide, mais cette version a 
rapidement été mise en doute par l’opinion publique.

Face à la pression croissante, le Comité d’Action 
Citoyenne (CAC), une organisation de la société 
civile, a exigé une autopsie indépendante. Celle-ci a 
révélé que la mort de Moisemah n’était pas naturelle, 
renforçant les soupçons de manquements graves, 
voire de complicité au sein des services de sécurité.
Le CAC dénonce non seulement les circonstances de 
la mort du jeune homme, mais aussi le manque de 
transparence autour de l’enquête. Les autorités ont 
interdit la couverture médiatique en direct du 
dossier, une décision vivement critiquée par les 
défenseurs des droits humains et la population locale.
« L’absence de transparence jette un voile de doute 
sur la crédibilité de l’enquête », a déclaré un 
représentant du CAC. « Comment espérer que 
d’autres témoins se présentent si ceux qui osent 
parler risquent leur vie ? »
Cette affaire dramatique a provoqué une vague 
d’indignation. Des leaders communautaires, 
religieux et des organisations de défense des droits 
humains réclament des réformes urgentes en matière 
de protection des témoins et de gestion des 
détentions.
La mort de Yarkpowolo Moisemah pose aujourd’hui 
une question cruciale : le Libéria saisira-t-il cette 
tragédie pour renforcer la protection de ses citoyens 
et restaurer la confiance dans la justice, ou assistera-
t-on à un nouvel effritement de l'État de droit ?
Pour l’instant, Lofa — et le pays tout entier — attend 
des réponses claires et des mesures concrètes.

complète des frais d’inscription, détaillant 
chaque composante ;
• L ’ a n n o n c e  o f f i c i e l l e  d e  
l’accréditation du département de 
laboratoire ;
• Un calendrier clair pour l’expansion 
des infrastructures de stage en laboratoire 
médical ;
• La date précise et la publication des 
frais liés à la cérémonie de remise des 
diplômes ;
• Le recrutement de professeurs 
q u a l i f i é s ,  n o t a m m e n t  p o u r  l e s  
départements scientifiques ;
• L’amél io ra t ion  des  se rv i ces  
d’accueil, en particulier au bureau des 
admissions ;
• La résolution des problèmes liés aux 
dortoirs et une amélioration significative de 
la restauration : les étudiants dénoncent le 
fait de payer 325 USD pour recevoir un seul 
repas par jour accompagné d’un sachet 
d’eau.« Nous en avons assez d’être traités 
comme si notre éducation n’avait aucune 
valeur », a martelé Walker. « Si nos 
revendications ne sont pas prises au sérieux 
et que des mesures correctives immédiates 
ne sont pas engagées, nous demanderons la 
fermeture définitive du campus. Trop, c’est 
trop. »Les étudiants dénoncent également 
un environnement académique délabré, 
citant du mobilier cassé, une connexion 
in ternet  peu  f i ab le ,  le  manque  
d’équipements de laboratoire essentiels et 
des installations sanitaires insalubres. « Ce 
n’est pas un lieu d’apprentissage, c’est une 

lutte quotidienne », a confié un étudiant 
sous couvert d’anonymat.
Grace G. Kollie, étudiante en deuxième 
année de soins infirmiers, s’est quant à elle 
insurgée contre les retards chroniques dans 
la publication des résultats académiques. « 
Nous avons terminé des semestres sans 
connaître nos performances. Comment 
planifier notre avenir dans ces conditions ? 
», a-t-elle interrogé.
L’administration de l’université ne s’est pas 
encore exprimée officiellement. Toutefois, 
une source interne, ayant requis 
l’anonymat, a reconnu certaines difficultés 
tout en exprimant une volonté de dialogue. 
« Des retards existent, mais nous travaillons 
à les résoudre. Nous appelons les étudiants à 
rester calmes et à participer à des 
discussions constructives. »
Par ailleurs, des parents et des habitants de 
Suakoko ont exprimé leur inquiétude face à 
la crise actuelle. Ils redoutent que cette 
instabilité prolongée n’entache la 
réputation de l’université et n’entraîne une 
baisse des inscriptions. Certains demandent 
désormais l’intervention du ministère de 
l’Éducation et de la Commission nationale 
de l’enseignement supérieur pour jouer un 
rôle de médiation entre les étudiants et 
l’administration.
Alors que la grève entre dans son deuxième 
jour, les étudiants demeurent fermes sur 
leurs positions. Il reste à voir si la direction 
universitaire répondra par des mesures 
concrètes ou si les tensions continueront de 
s’aggraver.

Starts from page 8

des commerçants du comté, le Réseau des 
organisations de la société civile, ainsi que 
l'Association des personnes handicapées, 
ont également remercié l’ONG pour son 
appui aux réunions de coordination du 
mécanisme de paix.
Selon eux, c’est grâce à Plan International 
Liberia que le Conseil a pu être réactivé, 
dans le cadre du projet axé sur l'engagement 
des filles et jeunes femmes dans les 
initiatives de paix. Toutefois, ils ont 
recommandé une prolongation du projet 
afin de donner au Conseil le temps 
nécessaire pour se préparer à la fin du 
financement des donateurs.
Le Conseil a également remercié le Fonds 
pour la consolidation de la paix des Nations 
Unies (UNPBF) et WOSI pour leur soutien 
technique et financier dans la mise en 
œuvre réussie du projet à Lofa.
Pour sa part, M. Sidiki Kamara, chargé du 
projet de parrainage au bureau de Plan 

International Liberia à Lofa, a rappelé que 
l’investissement de l’ONG dans le comté 
touche plusieurs secteurs clés du 
développement, en étroite collaboration 
avec le ministère du Genre, de l’Enfance et 
de la Protection sociale.
Le projet "Les filles et jeunes femmes 
s’engagent pour la paix", financé par 
l’UNPBF, est un programme de deux ans mis 
en œuvre dans les comtés de Bong, Nimba, 
Montserrado et Lofa. Il vise à promouvoir la 
participation active des jeunes, en 
particulier des filles, dans les processus de 
paix et les instances de gouvernance 
locales.
À ce jour, le projet a enregistré des résultats 
significatifs, touchant positivement de 
nombreuses filles, jeunes femmes, garçons 
et hommes, ainsi que les femmes impliquées 
dans  l e s  Peace  Hut s  au  n i veau  
communautaire.
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proper approval.Some Critics 
here also said the deal did not 
go through the required 
competitive bidding process 
and did not receive legislative 
approval.In response to their 
criticizing, President Joseph 
Boakai set up a special 
committee led by VP Koon to 
renegotiate the deal. 
Months after, the committee 
w a s  s e t u p ,  V P  K o o n  
announced that they were 
able to secure better terms 
through their negotiation. 
And base on the agreement 
the government will now 

receive 285 machines at a 
reduced price of US$22 
million, Instead of the original 
cost.
Even though the agreement 
was renegotiated months ago, 
the machines have not yet 
arrived.
However, on Tuesday, May 27, 
2025, Deputy Minister Sanoe 
confirmed that the deal is 
now completed and the 
equipment will arrive by the 
end of 2025. He said once the 
machines are in the country, 
d e m o l i t i o n  w o r k  i n  
Montserrado will resume, and 

Some of the machines will 
also be sent to other 
counties as promised by the 
President.
Sanoe added that starting 
next dry season, major 
roads such as the Ganta to 
Zwedru and Zwedru to 
Karloken highways will be 
paved with asphalt using 
the new equipment.
H e  e x p r e s s e d  t h e  
government committed to 
improving road conditions 
I 'm the country, and 
enforcing city regulations, 
despite the current delays.

Bong Mines, Liberia, May 
30, 2025 - In an effort to 
bring back the Bong 

Mines Medical Center to its pre-
war status, the Association of 
Bong Miners  (ABM) has  
embarked on a massive 
transformational initiatives at 
the medical center.
The Bong Mines Medical Center 
situated in Bong Mines, Bong 
County, is currently enjoying 
constant electricity as a result 
of collective efforts of the 
Association of Bong Miners 
Diaspora and Liberia (current 
and former residents) to see 
the medical center being lit-
up.  
 The cost of the electrification 
project is put at over USD 
90,000 with majority of this 
amount being generated by 
ABM diaspora headed by Mrs. 
Helen Williams Nyemah. ABM-
L i b e r i a  p l a y e d  t h e  
implementing role of the 
project and at the same time 

m a d e  s o m e  m o n e t a r y  
contribution as well.
Electricians worked around the 
clock to install a reliable power 
system to ensure constant 
supply of current at the 
hospital. Surgeries, emergency 
services, maternal care, etc. 
are now being provided 
w i t h o u t  a n y  p o w e r  
interruption.    
Also, the repainting of the 
entire medical complex 
commenced few days ago, as 
contract agreement between 

the Association of Bong 
Miners and a Monrovia based 
Paint ing Company was 
concluded and subsequently 
signed. The monetary value 
of the painting contract is put 
at 19k. The painting contract 
is expected to restore the 
beautification of the medical 
center in a bid to lift the 
spirits of both patients and 
staffers. 
The Bong Mines Medical 
Center, once shrouded in 
darkness and despair, is now 
becoming a vibrant hospital 
and a beacon of hope and 
care for thousands of 
Liberians and foreigners 
residing in the Bong Mines 
community and nearby towns 
and villages.
The Association of Bong 
Miners Diaspora and Liberia is 
resolved to restoring Bong 
Mines, especially the medical 
center, which is highly 
commendable. Since the 

formation of the association, 
the group has been actively 
involved in donation of drugs, 
med i c a l  s upp l i e s  and  
equipment to the medical 
center. During the COVID-19 
pandemic in Liberia, ABM 
raised over USD 44,000 to 
p u r c h a s e  f o o d  a n d  
preventable supplies for Bong 
Mines residents and their 
neighbors as its way of 
empowering residents of the 
ommunity to fight the 
disease. Press Release  

Related to the Supplementary 
Payroll System of
MOS, identified significant 
deficiencies in the internal 
control system, including
lack of segregation of duties and 
inadequate authorization in the 
MOS payrol l  management 
system.The GAC audit In 
addition, discovered that there is 
no approved Human Resource 
Policy and Procedures to guide 
the human resource activities at 
the entity and Management did 
not adopt the Civil Service 
Standing Order to guide its 
human resources activities. MOS 
Job Description Policy Document 
w h i c h  o u t l i n e s  t h e  j o b  
description of various positions 
at the entity was not finalized, 
approved and operationalized 
during the periods.The report 
further indicated that there is no 
training and development plan 
for the entity’s staffs. There is no 
evidence that monthly payroll 
originated from the Human 
Resource Unit and forwarded to 
the Finance Unit for processing. 
Further, no evidence that the 
p a y r o l l  j o u r n a l s  w e r e  
subsequently submitted to heads 
of department/units to review 
and corroborate salaries to be 
disbursed to personnel of their 

counties.
“We value our communities and 
go beyond the scope of where we 
work,” said Wleh. “We’re not the 
Ministry of Public Works, but we 
respond to community needs 
when possible. After thorough 
consultation and planning, we’re 
launching this project here in 
Margibi.”
Wleh disclosed that AML obtained 
approval from Firestone Liberia 
b e f o r e  p r o c e e d i n g  w i t h  
construction, in respect of the 
c o m p a n y ’s  l o n g s t a n d i n g  
presence in the area.
Also speaking, AML’s General 
Manager of Mines, Jallah Selmah, 
said the company prioritizes 
m e a n i n g f u l  c o m m u n i t y  
engagement.
“Any standard mining operation 
will never shy away from 
community  engagement,”  
Selmah said. “It’s not just about 

department/units prior to the 
payment of salaries.
The GAC notes that these 
deficiencies are pervasive and 
increase the risk of fraud and 
errors, thus compromising 
liability of the Ministry of 
State’s internal control system.
But, responding to the GAC 
report on her official Facebook 
page, Deputy Minister for 
Administration Cornelia Kruah-
Togba, confirmed the General 
A u d i t i n g  C o m m i s s i o n  
Compliance Audit of, but said 
they are working with the Civil 
Service Agency to have those 
employees cataloged. 
She argued that hiring of 74 
“supplementary staff” - the 
difference is that the payroll 
that was closed by the Ministry 
of State had 721 individuals 
who had no employment letter 
from the Ministry, signed no 
contract with the Ministry and 
had no attendance records, as 
most of them did not actually 
work for the Ministry."In 
summary, the MoS has a Special 
Payroll transitioned to the CSA 
that will mirror the CSA payroll 
but leave room for transitions 
o f  g o v e r n m e n t .  T h e s e  
individuals have employment 
letters, contracts and the files 

saying hello; it’s about doing 
something tangible. This road is 
a good example.”
Frebenja Group of Companies, 
a Liberian-owned firm led by 
Margibi native Fred Kennedy, 
has been contracted to carry 
out the work. Kennedy pledged 
to ensure the highest quality, 
both in compliance with AML’s 
standards and community 
expectations.
Residents, including students 
and business owners, expressed 
gratitude for the project. Hawa 
Peters, a student at the Booker 
Washington Institute, said the 
road work would ease years of 
hardship caused by the poor 
road conditions.“Hopefully the 
stress of moving up and down 
on such a bad road is finally 
coming to an end with the help 
of ArcelorMittal,” she said. 
“The company could have 

submitted to CSA are ongoing 
v e r i f i c a t i o n  a n d  o t h e r  
processes in line with their 
employment procedures. 
Please note that these 
responses were provided to 
GAC but were considered 
inconsequentia l  for  the 
purpose of auditing as they 
consider existence" she stated. 
In addition to this, according to 
her, individuals occupying 
positions of confidence and 
security to the President and 
other political appointees were 
added on the CSA payroll as 
Civil Servants. 
Madame Kruah said that these 
include, staff from the 
President’s Office, staff at the 
President’s house, staff from 
the First Lady’s office, personal 
staff from the Minister and 
other political appointees 
offices including drivers. 
Atty. Kruah-Togba further 
contended that according to 
the Civil Service Standing 
Order, these individuals cannot 
be replaced or dismissed, 
therefore, this means even 
when transferred from these 
s e n s i t i v e  p o s t s ,  t h e s e  
individuals must remain in the 
employ of the Ministry. Editing 
by Jonathan Browne

taken this project elsewhere 
but chose to help us here in 
Margibi.”
T h i s  i n i t i a t i v e  i n  
Margibi—outside AML’s core 
o p e r a t i o n a l  
counties—demonstrates the 
c o m p a n y ’ s  b r o a d e r  
commitment to national 
d e v e l o p m e n t .  F o r m e r  
Superintendent Buway echoed 
this sentiment, urging Liberians 
to support public-private 
partnerships that deliver real 
impact.
“My ownpa, I na want the 
government fail oooo,” he 
added. “When she fails, we all 
will feel it bad way. Let’s pray 
for success yahhhhhh!”
As the machinery prepares to 
roll, the people of Kakata are 
hopeful that this long-awaited 
development. 
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Center undergoes renovation



S
e v e r a l  p a t i e n t s ,  
including Bill Mensah, 
S u r p r i s e  C u p u t ,  

Precious, among others, in 

critical care at the John F. 
Kennedy Medical Center on 
W e d n e s d a y,  M a y  2 8 ,  
described the country's 
largest referral hospital as a 
death trap or halfway to your 
grave.
Voicing their frustrations, the 
Patients asserted that the 
John F. Kennedy Medical 
Hospital (JFK) is “just for 
killing”.
“We are here dying slowly, 
and there is no treatment 
given to us. “Even after the 
huge money we paid, our 
chances of (surviving) are 
slim,” Patients spoken to 
said.
The John F. Kennedy Memorial 
Hospital was built in 1965 and 
began operating in 1971. It 
has come under a series of 
criticism, recently for its 
negligence involving patient 
deaths, and questionable 
healthcare services provided 
to the public, despite being 
the country’s number one 
hospital.
The latest outcry comes from 
Bill Mensah, 35, who has 
decried the hospital as a 
death trap, telling journalists 
that his only means of survival 
right now is at the mercy of 
God.
“I'm left only to die, if not for 
God, “because JFK, is not a 
hospital, but a halfway to 
death,” he says.
“We are suffering, and there 
is no treatment given to us. 
Every other day, they tell us 
no medication, despite the 
huge money we paid here.
“No treatment, no bed, and 
everything is so disgusting”, 
Mensah, who is receiving 
treatment at the JFK Dialysis 
Center, told reporters.
According to him, he’s been 
receiving treatment at the 
JFK Dialysis Unit for the past 

f i ve  month s ,  and  h i s  
treatment requirements 
include three sessions per 
week. Each session, he 
e x p l a i n e d ,  c o s t s  

approximately USD$ 75, with 
an addit ional  $25 for  
injections and counselling-
amounting to over $250 
weekly.
He reiterated that despite 
these high costs, the hospital 
administration has often 
denied his treatment due to 
lack of essential supplies.
“We spent everything we 
have and still face delays and 
cancel lat ions, "  Mensah 
lamented. “Where is the 
money going?” he questioned.
“We are left to die, and there 
is no treatment given. Every 
day, my daughter experiences 
growing pain; her chances are 
slim,” Precious, a patient at 
the Dialysis Center Mother 
said.
Surprise Cuput, 26, a patient, 
a l so  echoed  that  she  
reportedly went an entire 
week without dialysis--a 
potentially fatal gap in care 
for someone with end-stage 
kidney disease.
“Do you know what it means 
for someone like me to miss 
d i a l y s i s ?  I t ' s  l i f e -  
threatening,” she said.
“I spent nights outside the 
Center, sitting in a chair, just 
hoping for a chance.” Ms. 
Cuput, like many others, 
struggles weekly to secure 
funds, often borrowing from 
family or soliciting donations, 
only to be turned away 
because of malfunctioning 
machines or sometimes 
rejected, due to a lack of 
medical supplies at the state-
owned, largest referral 
hospital.
Liberia first Dialysis Center at 
the JFK, was open in 2022, by 
former President George 
Manneh Weah,
S ince  then,  o r ig ina l l y  
inaugurated to provide 
lifesaving dialysis treatment 

to Liberians with kidney 
failure, the unit has 
become a symbol of despair 
as multiple patients have 
c o m e  f o r w a r d  w i t h  
harrowing testimonies of 
pers i stent  equipment 
failures, shortages of basic 
medical supplies, and 
u n e x p l a i n e d  s e r v i c e  
disruptions.
In January 2025, patients 
with kidney problems at the 
E l len  Johnson-S i r leaf  
Dialysis Center at the John 
F.  Kennedy Memoria l  
Hospital wrote an open 
letter to President Boakai, 
decrying that delay in 
treatment at the facility is 
lead ing  to  death  of  
patients.
To add push to this open 
letter, one family, the 
Tamba Family, filed a 
complaint against the JFK 
administration for wrongful 
medication, causing the 
death of their relative, 
Lovette Tamba, a 32-year-
old Pregnant Patient, who 
allegedly died at the 
hospital after an alleged 
medical malpractice.
In September 2023, the 
hospital was faced with 
US$1.5 Million Lawsuit for 
an alleged wrongful surgical 
operation on a patient 
identified as Karen Gaydou 
Sehkehporh, who died at 
the hospital.
Efforts to contact the 
hospital administration, on 
concerns of the above 
situation at the Ellen 
Johnson-Sirleaf JFK Dialysis 
Center, were fruitless.
Additionally, efforts by the 
head of Public Affairs at the 
John F. Kennedy Medical 
Hospital, Josephine Seekey, 
to have senior management 
speak on these concerns 
were also fruitless.
Seeker, briefly admitted to 
constraint faced by the 
hospital, but said there is 
no reagent at the Dialysis 
Center.
“Medications and supplies 
are often imported at great 
expense and there's often 
delays, she said.
When asked how the unit is 
conducting tests in the 
absence of reagents, 
Seekey was unable to 
provide a clear answer, 
c i t i n g  cha l l enge s  i n  
reach ing  re spons ib le  
personnel.
Dialysis treatment requires 
precise chemical balances 
and sterile conditions, she 
added. -Edited by Othello 
B. Garblah.

B
ong Mines, Liberia, May 30, 
2025 - The Deputy Minister 
for Administration at the 

Ministry of State for Presidential 
Affairs, Cornelia Kruah-Togba, has 
confirmed the General Auditing 
Commission Compliance Audit of 
the Supplementary Payroll System 
of the Ministry. 
The audit indicts Minister of State 
for Presidential Affairs Sylvester 
M. Grigsby, and Madam Kruah-
Togba for alleged corruption 
amounting to US$11,520,821.7 
and Liberian Dollars 964,766.21, 
including illegal hiring of 74 
S u p p l e m e n t a r y  P a y r o l l  
employees. 
The objective of the Audit is to 
provide intended users with 
information on whether the 
audited public entity follows 
legislative decisions, laws, 
legislative acts, policy,
established codes, regulations, 
and agree-upon terms and to 
report in terms of the GAC 
reporting requirements, as 
spelled out in part four (4) of the 
GAC Act of 2014. Findings and 
conclusions will be submitted to 
the National Legislature and the 
Office of the President.

Also it seeks to gather sufficient 
and appropriate audit evidence 
o n  w h e t h e r  t h e  M O S  
Supplementary Payroll Systems 
with special emphasis on (a) 
recruitment and placement; (b) 
pay grade; (C) appraisals and 
promotions; (d) separation and 
turnover; (e) existence of staff 
and (f) Internal Control Systems 
reference to supplementary pay-
roll are in all material respect, in 
compliance with relevant laws, 
legislative acts, regulations, 
policies, established codes, and 
agree-upon terms. 
The GAC in its report released 
under the signature of the Auditor 
General, P. Garswa Jackson, 
cover ing  January  2018-to  
December 2024, under its 
Personnel’s Existence, covering 
the period under review said that 
the current Management of the 
Ministry of State did not make 
available the newly hired 
supplementary personnel for 
verification by the audit team. 
Hence, they were unable to verify 

the physical existence of the 
seventy-four (74) newly hired 
supplementary personnel of 2024, 
which the report stated that the 
Management’s action is a breach 
of Regulation T(5) (1) of the PFM 
Act.
Furthermore, the report disclosed 
that the current administration 
has been paying the illegally hired 
employees a combined salary of 
over US$36.000 monthly that 
wasn’t budgeted for, taking it 
from a line item that says 
“consultancy", with the GAC 
auditors unable to physically see 
the 74 new hires, despite giving 
the ministry additional time 
before publication of the report, 
a n d  o t h e r  c o n c e r n i n g  
findings.The GAC further stated 
that the basis for adverse 
conclusion, they identified 
multiple issues of significant 
materiality that affect the 
operations of the Supplementary 
Payroll System of the Ministry of 
States for Presidential Affairs, 
with personnel Records and 
Documentation Management 
expended US$(3,506,271.00) in 
excess of its approved budget for 
supplementary personnel for the 
fiscal periods under audit."There 

was a variance of US$(4,537. 69) 
between the gross salary per the 
close-out payroll and the gross 
salary per the personnel listing for 
the periods.
No evidence that the unpaid 
cheques  o f  US$76,440.00  
belonging to seventy-four (74) 
staff who were not paid during the 
close-out exercise due to lack of 
evidence to authenticate the 
legitimacy of their employment 
was voided, and the amount 
retained in the entity’s account as 
required. Management did not 
maintain approved monthly 
p a y r o l l  j o u r n a l s ,  d e b i t  
instructions, associated bank 
statements and all relevant 
supporting documentation for 
salary transactions amounting to 
U S $ 7 , 9 3 3 , 5 7 3 . 0 1  a n d  L $  
964,766.21 recorded in the IFMIS 
Ledger for the fiscal periods under 
audit", the report concluded. 
The Report on internal Control 
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Liberia's health sector continues to face challenges due to low 
budgetary allocations and lack of essential supplies. As a result, 
many Liberians died an untimely death at these health facilities.
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“Cradle to the grave” 

By: Emmanuel Wise Jipoh

GAC audit traps Ministry of State 
A compliance audit by the General Auditing Commission of the 
Supplementary Payroll of the Ministry of State links Sylvester M. 
Grigsby, and Deputy Minister Cornelia Kruah-Togba to 
misappropriation if over UD$11 Million and nearly One Million 
Liberian Dollars.

By Lincoln G. Peters 
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T
he Ministry of Public 
Works has slowed 
down demolition of 

illegally built structures on 
alleyways in Montserrado 
County and its surrounding 
areas due to a shortage of 
equipment.
In early October 2024, the 

Ministry began dismantling 
structures built on public 
alleyways and restricted 
areas to allow easier 
movement of vehicles and 
to help beautify the city of 
Monrovia.
But speaking recently at 

the Ministry of Information, 
Cultural Affairs, and Tourism 
(MICAT) Deputy Minister for 
Press and Public Affairs, 
Daniel Sanoe, reveal that the 
Ministry currently does not 
have the capacity to continue 
the demolition process, and 
for this reason, they have 
s l o w e d  d o w n  t h e  

operation.Quoting Public 
Works  Min i ster  Roland 
Giddings who appear on a 
local radio station recently in 
monroavia minister Sanoe 
assure that the exercise will 
move faster next year when 
the 285 yellow machines 

arrive in the country.
According to him, Vice 
President Jeremiah Koon 
recently visited China to 
renegotiate a deal for the 
yellow machines, and it 
was finalized that the 
machines will arrive in the 
country by the end of this 
year.Back in May 2024, 

Deputy Minister of 
S t a t e  W i t h o u t  
Portfolio Mamaka 
Bility announced 
plans to purchase 
heavy duty road 
machines commonly 
c a l l e d  “ y e l l o w  
m a c h i n e s ”  t o  
support roadwork 
a n d  o t h e r  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  
activities across the 
country. 
The plan was to send 
19 machines to each 
o f  L i be r i a ’s  1 5  
c o u n t i e s ,  b u t  
h o w e v e r ,  t h e  
equ ipment  dea l  

c a m e  u n d e r  p u b l i c  
criticism. Reports claimed 
it was tied to a mining 
concession agreement with 
South African businessman 
Robert Gumede and lacked 
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By: Kruah Thompson
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